



The hearing of China’s largest ever 
share price manipulation case in China 
opened in Beijing this week. Page 8 
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World Cup Over 
* — for China 


By Chen Ying 

China’s first World Cup campaign ended yesterday afternoon after 
the team was defeated by Turkey 0:3. The players seemed nervous in 
their debut appearance in the World Cup. Chinese fans were disap- 
pointed after the 0:2 defeat by Costa Rica in the opening game on 
June 4. Then four days later, Brazil beat China 4:0. 

Despite the team’s failure to get through to the second round, Chi- 
na’s head coach Bora Milutinovic still believes Chinese football has 
a bright future. “The small things make all the difference when you’re 
in a World Cup for the first time. China has a real future. The Chinese 
players have learned a lot already.” The team arrives back in Beijing 
about 11 am today. 


Yang Chen comes agonizingly close to breaking China’s goal 
drought, only to see the ball bounce off the post. Photo by Hu Jinxi 
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By Xiao Rong 

S han Tianfang never imagined that storytelling, 
the traditional folk art that has made him a 
household name throughout China, could land 
him in court. 

The popular raconteur, along with Anshan Radio 
Station in Liaoning Province, lost a lawsuit recently, 
in which he was accused of infringing on the copy- 
right of the book Twelve Flying Darts , written in 1938 
by Gong Baiyu,. 

Gong Yiren and Gong Zhiyu, the children of the 
author and plaintiffs in the case, accused Shan of us- 
ing part of the plot of their father’s novel in a story 
broadcast on Anshan. 

In the final judgement handed down by Beijing 
No. 2 Intermediate People’s Court last month, Shan 
was ordered to make a statement of apology to the 
plaintiffs for seven consecutive days during the sto- 
rytelling program on Anshan. He was also ordered to 
pay 3,900 yuan in compensation. Anshan was fined 
2,500 yuan. 

“I admit my mistake” 

The 67-year-old Shan is frank in admitting his 
lack of familiarity with the concept of copyright pro- 
tection. “I myself totally trust the court, and respect 
the final judgement,” he said. “Since it was my fault, I 
am happy to confess my mistake and make appropri- 
ate compensation.” 

Shan told Beijing Today , however, that he was 
deeply troubled when first accused of infringing an- 
other author’s copyright. The year 2000 seemed to be 
an unlucky one for him. He was hit with two lawsuits, 
one of which was later dropped, both over copyright 
infringements. 

“Storytelling has long been a kind of oral litera- 
ture, making wide use of source materials from folk 
arts. So it has always been an accepted practice for 
storytellers to use and adapt folk tales for our perfor- 
mance,” he said. 

Shan had no idea that the practice of revising and 
adapting stories, either from ancient times or by con- 
temporary authors, might risk infringing someone’s 
copyright. “I really learnt a lesson from this lawsuit, 
which urged me to familiarize myself with related 
laws on copyrights. Only in this way can I avoid mak- 
ing similar mistakes in future, and protect my own 
rights as well.” 

In fact there have been numerous cases when Shan’s 
own copyrights have been infringed. Instead of taking 
legal action against such behavior, he said he would 
rather focus on his beloved career of storytelling. 

Besides emphasizing the necessity of familiariz- 
ing himself with the relevant laws, Shan said ever 
since the lawsuit, he has tried to contact authors of 
those novels he wanted to adapt to the form of story- 
telling. 

“To sign contracts with both the authors and the 
broadcasting stations is a good way for we storytell- 
ers to prevent similar disputes on copyrights,” he 
added. “My company is now in partnership with over 
400 radio stations nationwide, so it’s necessary for us 
to use legal means to protect our own rights.” 
Creation or adaptation? 

Shan is not the only practitioner of traditional arts 


The only graduate student among 
the locksmiths in Beijing, Wang Chi 
proves himself to be far more than just 
a street peddler. Page 9 


Antiques unearthed in Inner 
Mongolia tell the grand story of a 
lost nationality. Page 10 


Folk Artists Ensnared 
in Copyright Cases 

Disputes Highlight Need for Folk Art Protection Legislation 


Storyteller Shan Tianfang Photo by Lily 


to fall foul of modern legal practices. 

Renowned vocalist Guo Song was charged earlier 
this year with infringing the copyright of northeast 
China’s Hezhen minority nationality with his well- 
known Wusuli Boatman’s Song, a song he has been 
performing for some 40 years. 

The court case opened with a fierce debate be- 
tween the plaintiff and the defendant on April 3. The 
Hezhen township government in Heilongjiang Prov- 
ince and the Hezhen Research Association accused 
Guo Song of infringing the copyright of the Hezhen 
folk song the Boatman’s Song. 

Guo Song was very excited during the interview 
with Beijing Today. He said the accusation really 
hurt him a lot. “I had been extolling the Hezhen with 
songs for over 40 years. They even named me an hon- 
orable member of the Hezhen minority. I really didn’t 
expect they would charge me like this.” 

The Wusuli Boatman’s Song is inspired by the lo- 


cal melodies of the Hezhen, said Guo. Although the 
song is a folk rhyme, whether the local government 
or the research association has the right to represent 
the Hezhen as the plaintiff is not clear. 

Guo even sang parts of Wusuli Boatman’s Song to 
demonstrate its difference to the Boatman’s Song. He 
also pointed out many other music works worldwide 
that are closely connected with folk arts. 

“I’m totally confident I will win the lawsuit,” said 
Guo. “It’s necessary to establish relevant laws to pro- 
tect the copyright of folk arts, but protection must 
be based on encouraging, not restricting innovation. 
Otherwise, no one would feel free to utilize the abun- 
dant folk art resources to create great art works.” 
Legislation to Protect Folk Art Needed 
The two lawsuits have attracted a great deal of at- 
tention, in both legal and arts circles. Wang Fanwu, 
vice director of the Intellectual Property Court of the 
Beijing No. 2 Intermediate People’s Court, called for 
legislation on folk art protection to be accelerated. 

“There has been no specific regulations regarding 
the protection of folk artwork in China’s copyright 
law so far. What actually constitutes folk artworks, 
who can act as the owner of the folk artwork copy- 
right, how long should folk artworks be protected, all 
these issues still need to be clarified,” Wang said. “At 
present it’s difficult for judges to resolve the specific 
copyright disputes regarding folk artworks that have 
been increasing in number in recent years.” 

Liu Xinwen, professor of the China University of 
Politics and Law, says there are three major differ- 
ences between folk artworks and ordinary artworks 
in terms of copyright protection. 

“According to the international definition, folk art- 
works are those group-created works that have been 
handed down from generation to generation and be- 
come part of the traditional cultural heritage of a 
nation. Secondly, creators of folk artworks cannot be 


individually traced. Thirdly, due to the uncertainty 
as to the creators, appropriate adaptation of folk art- 
works is usually encouraged.” 

Another problem existing in the protection of folk 
artwork copyrights, is that of how to determine the 
holder of folk artwork copyright, according to Cui 
Guobin, a professor from the Intellectual Property 
College of Beijing University. 

“In the case of the Wusuli Boatman’s Song, there 
is no legal evidence up till now that any Hezhen mi- 
nority residents, organizations or local government 
can act as the copyright owner of the folk song,” he 
said. “But most legal experts tend to concede that 
governments can be the lawful owner of folk artwork 
copyright.” 

Comparing the two lawsuits, Wang Fanwu said 
the Shan Tianfang case was not a typical folk art- 
works copyright dispute, as the original author of the 
story could be determined. 

“The Guo Song case, however, may prove to be 
a typical folk artwork copyright lawsuit, and the fi- 
nal judgment might set a precedent that could exert 
some influence on any future legislation concerning 
folk art copyright protection,” he said. 

Wang told Beijing Today that the Ministry of Cul- 
ture and National Copyright Bureau are currently 
drafting laws to protect folk art. 

‘With the globalization of China’s cultural ex- 
changes, legislation is necessary to protect folk art 
copyright, so that the essence of out national culture 
will not be abused or pirated,” Wang said. 

He added that while the protection of folk arts is 
important, there should be a balance between protec- 
tion and development. “After all, every one of us has 
the right to make full use of, and by doing so, revital- 
ize, the abundant folk art resources of our country.” 

EDITOR: LIU FENG DESIGNER: PANG LEI 


Copyright Disputes in Folk Arts 


* The earliest dispute begins in 
1993 when renowned folk singer 
Wang Luobin is accused of pla- 
giarizing folk songs of the western 
provinces. 

* Bai Xiue, a paper-cut artist 


from Shanxi province sues the 
State Postal Bureau in 2001 for 
infringing on the copyright of a 
paper-cut work in the design of 
the stamp for the year of Snake. 

* Musician Ma Sicong is ac- 


cused of using a Suiyuan folk 
song of Shaanxi Province in one 
of his compositions. 

* Composer Zhao Jiping is 
accused of copying a folk song of 
Shandong Province in his popu- 
lar Brave Man Song in 2000. 
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Olympic Committee Highlights High-tech 


Science and Technology Committee of 2008 Olympics pushes for the adoption 
of cutting-edge technologies in nine major city projects 


By Xiao Rong 

N ine key projects to facili- 
tate the goal of a “High- 
tech Olympics” were 
announced last Friday at the 
official launch of the Science 
and Technology Committee of the 
29th Beijing Olympic Games. 

The committee, composed of 
representatives of 10 governmen- 
tal departments and scientific 
research organizations, will act as 
a consulting organization for the 


Organizing Committee, providing 
all-round technological advice. 

The nine projects involve the 
Beijing Intelligent Transporta- 
tion System, clean energy supply 
project, sandstorm prevention 
strategy, electric bus research, 
multi-lingual service networks, 
anti-drug inspection, information 
security, food safety and satellite 
technology. 

The Olympic Village will be 
the first area of Beijing to ben- 


efit from the Intelligent Trans- 
portation System, according to 
city vice mayor Lin Wenyi, who 
is also chairman of the new com- 
mittee. 

Lin said the committee will 
focus on the establishment of the 
Games’ information system, and 
organizing events, safety checks 
and the opening and closing 
ceremonies through technolog- 
ical consultation and problem- 
solving. Working closely with 


the Organizing Committee and 
developers of Olympic con- 
struction projects to guarantee 
the implementation of relevant 
high-tech Olympic construction 
programs is another key task of 
the committee. 

The Science and Technology 
committee should also 
strengthen the efficiency of 
communication of scientific 
information among relevant 
departments to promote the goal 


of a “high-tech Olympics,” Lin 
added. Attention should be paid 
to the latest scientific achieve- 
ments and breakthroughs world- 
wide to ensure their use in the 
Beijing Olympics. 

Speaking at the launch, city 
mayor Liu Qi urged that tech- 
nological innovations be utilized 
in order to present to the world 
a best ever Olympics, featuring 
the very latest in science and 
technology. 


Industrial and Commercial Bank 
Striving for Transparency 

By Shan Jinliang 

The Industrial and Commercial Bank of China (ICBC) 
became the first Chinese state-owned bank to release infor- 
mation on its revenues in the media last week. 

The largest of China’s four state-owned banks, ICBC first 
printed its 2001 annual report in page 4 of the June 6 
issue of China Securities after China’s central bank, the Peo- 
ple’s Bank of China, published the Temporary Regulation on 
Information Releasing of Commercial Banks. 

The bank’s revenues climbed to 34 billion yuan, a 24 bil- 
lion yuan rise from the year before, setting a new bank 
record. Its profits hit 5.89 billion yuan, a 15.8% increase, 
drawn reserves for bad debts were 17.478 billion yuan, 7.356 
billion higher than the previous year, and the to-be-collected 
interest rose to 7.354 billion yuan. 

The quality of the bank’s assets has improved greatly. Its 
proportion of bad loans fell by 3.59% and overall bad loans 
dropped to 2.343 billion yuan. Only 0.22% of its outstanding 
loans cannot be repaid. Around 10% of those bad loans are in 
branches in Shanghai, Zhejiang Province, and Beijing. 

The bank also witnessed better payment of new loans, 
individual real estate loans and highway loans, reaching or 
approaching the standards of international banks. 

According to a comment piece published in China Securi- 
ties on June 7, the bank’s move represents its efforts to oper- 
ate more transparently. 

The report emphasized the breakthrough of the bank’s 
systematic reform. In the report, the bank says, “We have 
removed some branches that have been losing money with 
few odds of regaining profits. Our total number of branches 
has dropped to 28,300, one third fewer than our highest-ever 
number, and our total staff has shrunk to 429,000 employ- 
ees, three fourths of our peak figure.” The bank has also 
strived to streamline its management. 

“ICBC’s financial assets account for one third of those of 
the nation’s four major state banks,” according to a report 
on Donews.com, “The release of the report is a great leap for- 
ward, but this annual report is still inferior to those listed 
companies. Unprofessional terms are used in the report, and 
it is unclear whether the profits of 2001 refers to net profits 
or overall profits.” 

The Bank of China, China Construction Bank and the 
Agricultural Bank of China are also expected to publicly 
release their 2001 annual reports. 

Markets Cover Up Genetically- 
Modified Foods 

By Shan Jinliang 

Despite the passage of a regulation requiring their clear 
labeling on March 20, genetically modified (GM) food prod- 
ucts still do no carry “GM” labeling, revealed an independent 
survey conducted by China Youth Daily last week. 

As China imports a large amount of GM food products from 
Canada, Argentina and other countries, the Chinese Ministry 
of Agriculture required all such foods to be clearly marked. 
There are more than 20 kinds of products on the list of foods 
that require GM labels. 

Not only have no GM food products been found to be 
so labeled, some bean products in Beijing supermarkets are 
marked with “Non-GM” labels. 

“The total amount of GM foods in the whole domestic 
market has reached 20 million tons,” said Xia Youfu, a profes- 
sor at the University of International Trade and Economics. 
He added that bean, corn and rape-based products are pos- 
sible GM foods. 

Reporters from the paper selected two large supermarkets 
and two fast-food restaurants and sampled 12 kinds of bean, 
potato, tomato and corn-based foods, including salad oil, potato 
chips, ketchup and imported sweet corn products. All the foods 
checked were produced after March 20, according to their pro- 
duction date labels . 

The samples were then taken to the technical center of the 
Beijing Entry-exit Inspection and Quarantine Bureau to be 
checked. The center’s methods have been widely accepted by 
the European Union, Japan and Singapore. The results of the 
check were released on June 3 and showed the five bean salad 
products are all GM foods. 

Mr. Zhang, who requested his full name not be used, said 
in a shopping market in Fuxingmen, “As a common citizen, 
I am not very clear about the safety of GM food, but I think 
it should be OK, since the government checks food products 
before they are put on store shelves.” Labeling GM foods is a 
way to show respect to consumers, he added. 

“As a salesman, I should be told which ingredients of prod- 
ucts are genetically modified and how GM labels should be 
applied” said Mr. Hao, an employee at the market. He added 
the government should establish an effective system for man- 
aging GM foods. 

Realizing the urgent need for the GM food regulation, the 
Ministry of Agriculture and the State Economic & Trade Com- 
mission released the Ninth Five-year Plan for the Food Indus- 
try early last month, saying the government would implement 
a system for GM food inspection and approval. 









By Shan Jinliang 

Facial identification technology, which 
could enable police to search for suspects in 
crowded places like bus stations, has been a 
highlight at the China International Exhi- 
bition on Police Equipment that opened at 
the China Agricultural Exhibition Hall on 
June 11. 

This equipment can scan faces in crowds 
and identify individuals, allowing police at 
bus stations, airports, and national border 
crossings, to find suspects faster. 

Apart from the facial identity technology, 
a number of high-tech products for police 
use, such as protective equipment, riot guns 
and bullets, telecommunication gear and 
vehicles are on display at the exhibition. This 
event, the most authoritative police equip- 
ment exhibition in China, has attracted 
around 260 organizations from more than 
20 countries including the US, the UK, Ger- 
many, Russia and Japan. Helicopter dem- 
onstrations and technology exchanges have 
also been held. 

The four-day event is only open to police 
personnel. The exhibition will be held every 
other year starting this year. 


City’s Oldest Town Undergoes 
Five-year Face-lift 

Restoration efforts underway at Yongning Ancient Town 


By Shan Jinliang 

Thousands flocked to Yuhuang 
Pavilion in the center of 500-year- 
old Yongning Ancient Town in rural 
Yanqing County, the oldest town 
in the Beijing area, for the town’s 
launch of a major restoration and 
protection campaign on June 8. 

Despite being one of the 33 key 
towns in Beijing, Yongning is still 
a poor place. “The average yearly 
income for local people is around 
3,000 yuan, half the general average 
for Beijing’s rural areas,” said Peng 
Sujun, a public relations officer of 
the Town Office, “and it is even lower 
than the average for all of Yanqing 
County.” 

Last year, the Yongning govern- 
ment decided to boost the area’s 
economy through developing its 
tourism trade. They then invited 
state-level ancient architecture 
experts Zheng Xiaoxie and Luo 
Zhewen, director of the China Cul- 
tural Relics Society, to make an 


appraisal on the old town this 
March. They concluded that the 
town, located in the middle of 
the Great Wall area, is home 
to numerous cultural relics from 
the mid-Ming Dynasty. The town 
was originally part of the defense 
system of the Great Wall and has 
kept its original square layout with 
criss-crossing lanes and streets. 

Located 80 kilometers north of 
downtown Beijing, the town is easy 
to reach through the no. 107 and 
no. 108 state roads and the Badaling 
Expressway. Yongning is a also a 
good leaping points to the Longqing 
Gorge to the north, Kangxi Grass- 
lands and the Badaling Great Wall 
in the south. 

Local officials, with help from 
the China Ancient Architectures 
Association, drew up development 
plans for the area in early May and 
quickly received approval from the 
Beijing Capital Planning Commit- 
tee. Through four phases over five 


years, they plan to build a replica 
of the old town that will be a 
destination for tourists and TV 
and film shoots, Peng told Beijing 
Today. 

When housing in the area planned 
to be developed was dismantled, 
“local villagers gave old photos and 
written materials describing the 
former layout of the town and even 
some plaques from the four town 
gates,” said Peng. He added that 
while local authorities were careful 
in reconstructing the town, no tour- 
ism experts have been invited to 
give input on the town’s develop- 
ment plan. 

According to the plan, the four 
avenues that meet at a cross inter- 
section in the replica town will be 
oriented towards cultural educa- 
tion, craft shops, ancient relics and, 
food and accommodation. “Sales 
of commercial apartments to be 
built along these streets have been 
strong,” Peng added. 


College Grads Get Easier 
Access to ‘Green Cards’ 

By Shan Jinliang 

College graduates will be 
able to get the Beijing per- 
manent residential status 
( hukou ) if they are employed 
by foreign-funded enterprises 
starting this year, said Xin 
Tieliang, director of the city’s 
Personnel Bureau last week. 

Restrictions on immigrant 
university graduates regarding 
their fields of study, universities 
and number will be loosened 
to facilitate recruitment by for- 
eign-invested enterprises. 

New employees under the 
age of 45 are entitled to a 
Beijing hukou if they are 
employed by a foreign-invested 
high-tech, software, or envi- 
ronmental protection company, 
a research and development 
institution, or a regional head- 
quarters of a multinational 
company. Staff under the age 
of 35 with bachelor degrees 
or middle-level technicians can 
receive hukous after having 
local residential certificates for 
three years and getting a 
recommendation from their 
employers. 

Wanping Fort Restored 
to Old Form 

By Zhang Ran 

Restoration of Wanping fort, 
near the site of the start of 
Japan’s full-scale invasion of 
China at the Marco Polo bridge 
on July 7, 1937, will be com- 
pleted at the end of this month, 
making it ready to apply to the 
United Nations Educational, 
Scientific and Cultural Orga- 
nization for World Cultural 
Heritage site status. 

The restoration efforts, which 
started on November 2, 2001 
have cost 3 million yuan and four 
turrets, two pavilions and other 
buildings in the 336-square- 
meter fort have been redone. 

“We have tried our best to 
make the city look as it did 
in the Ming Dynasty. The size 
of bricks and stones and the 
style of windows and the eaves 
are of the same as the those 
used at that time,” said Lv 
Yuliang, director of the Cul- 
tural Relics Administration of 
Fengtai District. 

He added, “But all the 
bullet holes and damage 
caused by bombing during the 
war against Japan have been 
kept. We do not want people 
to forget the humiliating his- 
tory of China during the War 
of Resistance against Japan.” 

Parking Fees Jacked 
Up Citywide 

By Zhang Le 

Following the passage of a 
new regulation by the Beijing 
government, car parking fees 
in the city have risen since 
June 6. 

Moreover, public parking lots 
are now required to pay com- 
pensation above insurance pay- 
ments to customers whose 
vehicles are stolen or damaged. 

Parking charges vary by area, 
parking time and type of vehi- 
cle. The fee for small vehicles is 
2 yuan per hour and 4 yuan for 
large vehicles in open-air park- 
ing lots inside the Fourth Ring 
Road in the daytime, while lots 
outside the Fourth Ring charge 

1 yuan per hour for small vehi- 
cles and 2 yuan for large ones. 
Charges for small vehicles and 
large vehicles are 1 yuan and 

2 yuan for two hours at night 
throughout the city. 

Parking fees in residential 
communities have also been 
adjusted to 1 yuan for two hours 
for small vehicles and 2 yuan for 
two hours for large vehicles. The 
first hour of parking in public 
lots is free. The monthly fee for 
small vehicle parking has been 
set at 150 yuan and 210 yuan 
for large vehicles. 

To ease congestion, the 
standard fee has been raised to 
5 yuan per hour for small vehi- 
cles and 10 yuan for large vehi- 
cles in at lots in eight major 
commercial areas: Wangfujing- 
Dongdan, Qianmen, Xidan, 
Financial Street, Chaowai 
Street, Chongwai Street, Cen- 
tral Business District of 
Chaoyang District and Zhong- 
guancun core area. 
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CNNIC Still Works 

By Su Wei 

The cooperation between 
Hong Kong First Telecom 
(HKFT) and China Internet 
Network Information Center 
(CNNIC) on IP800 technology 
was once seen as a key step 
in resolving CNNIC’s problems 
caused by the bankruptcy of 
Realnames. “CNNIC has found 
another partner to take the 
place of Realnames,” one source 
declared. 

Both CNNIC and HKFT, how- 
ever, maintain there is no con- 
nection between the cooperation 
and the common name key word 
Internet technology According 
to deputy director of CNNIC 
Liu Zhijinag, HKFT said the re- 
port must have resulted from a 
misunderstanding. 

Liu points out, “IP800 is 
just a new value added ser- 
vices provided by CNNIC, like 
the stock tracking system and 
voice supported Internet surf- 
ing.” He concedes the company 
is still working hard on negoti- 
ations with Microsoft. “We are 
to incur losses. But it is an 
agreement between Microsoft 
and Realnames.” 

Liu says he could not pre- 
dict the result of the 
negotiations, adding simply 
that, “Everything will be clear 
by the end of June.” 

Tianjin Xiali 
Exports to U.S. 

By Jiang Zhong 

250 Xiali economy cars and 
auto parts worth $200,000 were 
shipped to the U.S. on June 10. 

The buyer, American Au- 
tomobile Network Holdings 
(AANH), will sell the cars 
on the global market. Tianjin 
Automobile Industrial I.&E. 
(TAIEC) and AANH signed 
the contract for cooperation on 
April 29. The contract grants 
AANH exclusive worldwide 
manufacturing and distribu- 
tion rights of the Chinese-built 
motor vehicles. 

Ken Wallett, CEO of AANH, 
points out that the outstanding 
presence of Xiali in China’s taxi 
market proves its products’ ad- 
vantages in oil consumption, 
reliability and price. He says, 
“This agreement is a first time 
event in the automotive in- 
dustry to award exclusive 
worldwide manufacturing and 
distribution rights to Chinese- 
built motor vehicles. Tianjin’s 
history of producing high quali- 
ty motor vehicles will now have 
a new chapter with its world- 
wide distribution. From day 
one we will be committed to 
work closely with Tianjin man- 
agement the distributors and 
dealerships to ensure the high- 
est level of service to our cus- 
tomers.” 

AANH plans to immediately 
begin distribution of the motor 
vehicles outside the US and be- 
gin the certification process of 
Tianjin motor vehicles for US 
distribution and other world- 
wide markets requiring certifi- 
cation. 

Software Incubator 
Enhances Product 
Competitiveness 

By Shan Jinliang 

Zhongguancun Software 
Park Incubator welcomed its 
first resident when it opened on 
June 6. 

The incubator, aimed at pro- 
moting Beijing’s international 
competitiveness, is located 
near the Shangdi Information 
Industries Base. Besides ven- 
ture capital, the incubator 
also offers a technical support 
system, including a shared 
database, tool base and devel- 
opment platform. 

The park also boasts restau- 
rants, banks, post offices and 
telecommunications service cen- 
ters, as well as spacious apart- 
ments for resident specialists. 

Zhongguancun Sci-tech Soft- 
ware, the first company to take 
up residency in the park, is 
jointly invested by Zhongguan- 
cun Sci-tech, Stone Group and 
Microsoft, with an overall in- 
vestment of 100 million yuan. 
The company mainly focuses on 
general resources platforms. 


AUTO INDUSTRY 


Chiefs 

By Jiang Zhong 

T he 7th Beijing International 
Automotive Industry Exhibi- 
tion wound up yesterday. Some 
400,000 people visited the seven-day 
exhibition. 

Most major international auto 
manufacturers demonstrated their 
keenness to conquer the vast poten- 
tial market in China with the intro- 
duction of latest products and the 
attendance of the companies’ top ex- 
ecutives at the exhibition. 

BMW sold 5,700 cars in China last 
year, the second highest sales volume 
in Asia, with the annual growth rate 
reaching 51%. In the first quarter of 
2002, the company has already sold 
some 2,400 here. 

Guenther Seemann, BMW China’s 
managing director, said he hoped as 
many Chinese people as possible would 
have their own BMW as soon as pos- 
sible. Seemann said that the auto 
exhibition in Beijing offered a great op- 
portunity for BMW to improve commu- 
nication with Chinese customers. 

With the introduction of the M se- 
ries at the expo, the company has 
introduced its complete line of state- 
of-the-art cars driven by high tech. 
The mid-term plan of BMW in Chi- 
na in the forthcoming five years in- 
cludes increasing the number of its 
service stations here from 22 to 50. 

Dieter Laxy, senior vice president 
of Volvo, has visited China twice in 
three months. 

He pointed out that China fea- 


Heat up Auto Expo 



Carlos Ghosn 



Dieter Laxy 


tured the large potential markets in 
all segments and Volvo had seen dra- 
matic growth in Chinese market last 
year. Volvo sold 2,000 cars in China 
last year, and hopes to keep the an- 
nual growth rate at over 10%, mean- 
ing that the annual sales of Volvo in 
China would exceed 10,000 units in 
five years. 

Nissan introduced the new Bluebird 
at the expo. President Carlos Ghosn 
said that production of Bluebird series 
in Japan had stopped, but would con- 
tinue in China, because the specifica- 
tions of the Chinese Bluebird had fully 
met the company’s requirements. 

Dong Feng, the manufacturer of 
Chinese Bluebird, had imported tech- 
nology from Nissan only. Nissan 
hoped to expand the cooperation with 
the second largest auto manufactur- 
er of China. 

Philip Murtaugh, General Motors 
China CEO, spent a busy week be- 
fore the exhibition. He first flew to 
Shanghai on June 4 to sign a con- 
tract forging a three-way alliance 
with Shanghai Automotive Industry 
and Wuling Automobile. He returned 
to Beijing on June 6 to introduce 
Saab 9-5 series to local consumers. 

He said GM must seek concrete 
operation in China for fulfilling its 
ambition to become the largest auto 
manufacturer in China in five to 
ten years, and that GM’s cooperation 
with the two local manufacturers 
would contribute greatly to the com- 
pany’s China strategy. 


INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY 


Mystery Buyer Appears for AGC 

A little-known company and its influential president 



MinTel’s luxuriously appointed headquarters are hidden away in an ordinary 
looking office building on Jianguomenwai Street Photo by Chen Shuyi 


By Yang Xiao 

T he bidding for Asia Global 
Crossing (AGC) is among 
four possible winners. 
Hutchison Whampoa, CITIC 
(Hong Kong) and China Netcom 
are all major players, but Hong 
Kong based Chinese mainland 
private company Purple Commu- 
nication is little known, both in- 
side and outside the field. 

Purple Communication’s Chi- 
nese name is “Min Ying”, the 
same pronunciation as the word 
“private.” When Beijing Today 
telephoned the company’s Beijing 
office, public relations chief and 
assistant to the president Chow 
Hang, refused to be interviewed. 

When the reporter arrived un- 
invited at the company’s head- 
quarters at Jing Tai Tower on 
Jianguomenwai Street Wednes- 
day, Chow commented dryly, “You 
are the fifth intruder this week.” 
According to Chow, the Asian 
Wall Street Journal misled read- 
ers. The company’s English name 
is not Purple, but MinTel. Pur- 
ple is the subsidiary of MinTel 
in Hong Kong. MinTel was es- 
tablished at the end of 2000, 
with a registered capital of 50 


million yuan. The Hong Kong 
subsidiary’s registered capital is 
20 million yuan. Several individ- 
uals hold investments in the pri- 
vate company. The president is 
Liu Minxue. 

Liu Minxue is no doubt an un- 
familiar name to many in the IT 
field, but he is known in China 
as a person of some influence, 
with a strong government back- 
ground. During the early 1990s 
he held the ministry-level post 
of director of the State Admin- 
istration for Industry and Com- 
merce. He is also a member of 
Chinese People’s Political Con- 
sultative Conference. 

There is little other informa- 
tion available about him, and 
Chow refused to provide more 
details. 

Chow refused to reveal the 
percentage of shares held by Liu, 
saying, “We hope the media do 
not say much about the link be- 
tween our president and his for- 
mer positions in the government. 
We want to keep our privacy. The 
company is a legitimate private 
company. That is it.” 

MinTel developed with dra- 
matic speed in China. After just 


12 months, the company had 
established four branches, in 
Shanghai, Guangzhou, Shenzhen 
and Hong Kong. The main busi- 
ness is the Internet integrated so- 
lutions of the data center, which 
holds 18% of the market, second 
only to China Telecom, and ma- 
terials in telecom infrastructure. 

According to 21CN Business 
Herald , MinTel’s main business 
comes after an acquisition with a 
company named 21ViaNet. Yang 
Yingjie, general manager of Min- 
Tel, said a couple of months ago 
that it would employ JP Morgan 
to arrange its IPO. 

But for the company to raise 
money is not a difficult matter. 
For the bidding for AGC it has 
$300 million in financing lined 
up from a fund directed by New 
York-based American Interna- 
tional Group. 

AGC has a fiber-optic network 
that reaches China’s borders. But 
its high debt load has put off 
many bidders. It states that it 
is looking for an “investor injec- 
tion” and does not view itself as 
being for sale. But it is 58.9% 
owned by a company in bank- 
ruptcy - Global Crossing. AGC, 


run out of offices in Hong Kong 
and Los Angeles, ran into finan- 
cial trouble after a spat with its 
parent, Global Crossing. 

The company, which is legally 
held in Bermuda, has filed for 
bankruptcy in the US. It com- 
pany defaulted on a $400 mil- 
lion loan from AGC, canceling it 
last December. AGC says it has 
cash to last it through the second 
quarter of 2003. But after the 


loan crisis, it ran aground under 
its debt load of some $1 billion, 
including the obligations of its 
Pacific Crossing subsidiary. 

The cash crisis has forced the 
company to hire investment bank 
Lazard Freres to seek outside of- 
fers. Lazard set Friday as the 
date for preliminary bids. There 
is no guarantee they will become 
final offers according to the Asian 
Wall Street Journal. 


Focusing on the Diversification 


By Su Wei 

T CL launched its new line of mobile 
phones recently at Shanghai’s 
Grand Hyatt Hotel. The top of the 
range model features twelve diamond 
fragments embedded in the casing. 
Business Transformation 

The first domestic mobile phone manu- 
facturers to adopt Intel’s XScale technology, 
TCL says it is determined to increase its mo- 
bile phone production to 5 million units an- 
nually. With the company’s communication 
investment increasing to over $6 million, TCL 
seems to be changing its focus from manufac- 
turing televisions to mobile phones. 

Yuan Xincheng, vice president TCL 
spoke to Beijing Today recently. 

Beijing Today : Why has TCL gone to 
such lengths in the promotion of its new 
mobile phone range? 

Yuan: TCL has no particular advan- 
tages in TV production, compared with 
overseas manufacturers. Likewise with 
mobile phones. But it does not mean we 
have no core ability of competition. Our 
innovative concept is our core ability of 
competition. The innovation is also a re- 
flection of our business model. 

Beijing Today : Does that also mean 



Yuan Xincheng Photo by Chen Shuyi 


that the new mobile phone range will 
bring profits and cover future costs? 

Yuan: We calculated that for the one 
years’ production of our top of the range 
model, we will need some dozens of mil- 
lions of diamond fragments. Although the 
diamond fragments are very cheap, the di- 
amond market in the Southern East Asia 
is certain to experience a severe impact. 
Diversification or Unification? 

Ni Ruifeng, CEO of China’s biggest TV 
manufacturer Changhong, said in his ad- 
dress to an economic forum at the recent 
Beijing High-tech Expo that the company 
would expand production of rear-projec- 
tion TVs to 500,000 by the end of 2002 to 


boost profitability and achieve the goal of 
becoming the world’s top TV maker. 

Compared with Changhong, TCL has 
not confined itself to producing TVs. Its 
products range from air conditioners and 
televisions to mobile phones and person- 
al computers. 

Beijing Today : What is TCL’s strate- 
gic aim in the future. 

Yuan: Over the next ten years, we will 
focus on the diversification of relevant 
products and become a company with a 
worldwide reputation. To be more precise, 
we need to explore the international mar- 
ket, employ a greater number of capable 
technicians and sales personnel, as well 
as raise the popularity of TCL. At the mo- 
ment we need to make great efforts to 
meet our targets. 

Beijing Today. To what extent do 
TVs weigh in TCL’s strategy? 

Yuan: Multi-media and communica- 
tion must to be ranked as world-class 
products and others may only need to be- 
come the national-class products. 
Management reform good for all? 

After TCL’s shareholder’s system ad- 
justment, 18% is for newly added strategic 
shares held by the five overseas compa- 


nies including Toshiba. TCL considers the 
world class’ companies enhance their core 
ability to compete and the diversification 
of shareholding will reduce their manage- 
ment and operational risks. 

Yuan points out that though he con- 
siders Changhong is making important 
achievement in China’s western regions, 
some analysts say the company needs to 
make breakthroughs in its management 
structure, particularly referring to the 
capital. 

Changhong’s Ni agrees. He once stated in 
a newspaper interview that the company’s 
operational condition would be much better 
if some of the shares were used for estab- 
lishing joint ventures or held by the staff. 

As for TCL’s shareholder system re- 
form, it has been reported that TCL is to 
have another company listed in the do- 
mestic market. 

When Beijing Today asked Yuan to 
identify which subsidiary of TCL was to 
be listed, he responded, “TCL Internation- 
al, listed in Hong Kong, and TCL Commu- 
nication, listed in Shenzhen, those with 
sound operation and capital base are un- 
der consideration. But the timing has not 
been decided.” 
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China Privileges 

Overseas 

Professionals 



“It Will Be a Great Mistake If...” 


350 Billion Yuan in 
Railway Construction 


By Zhao Hongyi 

C itizenship, resident permit, 
high salary, and stock 
options emerge as the new 
keywords in China’s long-time 
effort to attract overseas talent, 
while “investment immigrant” and 
“technical immigrant” have long 
been familiar to any Chinese who 
has ever considered emigrating 
abroad. Recently however the Chi- 
nese government has also been 
using the “immigrant” status to 
attract people desiring to live and 
work in China. 

The “2002-2005 Program for 
Training and Introducing Talent 
to Government, Businesses and 
Research Institutions” strongly 
recommends offering citizenship, 
a long-term resident permit, a 
high annual salary, as well as 
stock options and shares to lure 
senior talent from overseas, 
including both foreigners and 
overseas Chinese. 

The program is a mid-term 
policy initiative drafted by the 
administrative offices of China’s 
Communist Party central com- 
mittee and the State Council, sig- 
nifying that the recommendations 
have been accepted by both the 
ruling party and the Central gov- 
ernment. The report of the initia- 


lly Zhao Hongyi 

China’s Ping An Life Insur- 
ance launched its second recruit- 
ing campaign in Chinese Taiwan 
this week, advertising 26 senior 
management vacancies in the 
Chinese mainland. High salaries 
and welfare are provided, but 
any involvement of its Taiwan 
employees in mainland love 
affairs is strictly forbidden. 

Ping An, a private insurer 
based in Shenzhen, has seen a 
rapid growth in the past decade 
and is spreading its business 
to all over China. Reports say 
the insurer will establish 55 city 
and province centers in the coun- 
try this year. Ping An’s urgent 
need for senior business trainers 
stems from its ambitious move 


By Zhao Hongyi 

Zhongguancun Science Park, 
the only high-tech science park 
under the municipal government, 
collaborates with Sina.com for 
inviting investment and on-line 
public relations. The Chinese web 
portal has agreed to post Zhong- 
guancun Science Park’s high-tech 
investment projects on its website 
at <http://www.zgc.sina.net>. 

Zhongguancun has always 
been successful in attracting 
investment and initiating proj- 
ects, as a number of IT multi- 
nationals find their roots in the 
park. The park has become a 
famous incubator for high-tech 


By Zhao Hongyi 

Thousands of local investors 
are lining up to operate fran- 
chises such as McDonald’s and 
Kentucky Fried Chicken (KFC) 
in China, although few of them 
will be able to meet their final 
goal. At the same time, hun- 
dreds of local franchise brands 
are emerging, inviting small and 
medium sized businessmen to 
join hands. 

At the 4th China Franchise 
Exhibition & Convention held in 
Beijing on June 13-15, Pei Liang, 
deputy secretary general of the 
China Chain Store & Franchise 
Association (CCFA), claimed the 
number of potential local busi- 
ness partners interested in 
operating McDonald’s or KFC 
restaurants is huge enough for 
the two groups to do business in 
China over the next few years. 


tive is due to be published soon. 
Meanwhile the program reveals 
that the most urgently needed 
talents in China are those from 
the IT, bio-technology, new mate- 
rials, advanced manufacturing 
technologies, aviation and astro- 
naut industries, as well as senior 
professionals in financing, legal 
affairs, international trade, and 
scientific and technological man- 
agement. 

Overseas Chinese students 
are the top priority, but the 
program promises all applicants 
excellent working and living 
conditions, including research 
laboratories, competitive sala- 
ries, vacation, long-term resi- 
dence status, social welfare, and 
many other benefits. 

The program recommends 
that senior positions in public 
services, corporate management 
and technological expertise be 
open to those talents intro- 
duced. 

According to the initiative, 
the government encourages both 
domestic and overseas profes- 
sionals to migrate toward the 
tertiary sector, from big cities 
to small and medium-sized ones, 
from the east of the country to 
the west. 


to conquer the mainland. 

Taiwan, where life insurance 
has developed quite successfully 
over the past decades, is the com- 
pany’s best source for recruiting 
experienced professionals. Ping 
An is counting on its staff from 
Chinese Taiwan to train its thou- 
sands of staff on the mainland. 

Ping An benefits include an 
average monthly salary of 50,000 
yuan (US$ 6,000), housing sub- 
sidies, business development 
funds, medical pension and sev- 
eral other types of insurance, 
plus an extra fund for recruiting 
assistants. But Ping An also pro- 
hibits its Taiwan employees from 
being involved in religion, poli- 
tics, or extra-marital love affairs 
on the mainland. 


ventures, particularly those of 
Chinese students returning from 
study and work abroad. 

Sina.com is China’s largest 
portal, already well-known to 
the mainland, Taiwan and Hong 
Kong. The English version of its 
website is aimed at visitors in 
North America. 

More than US$ 42 billion in 
capital entered China last year, 
encouraging the Central govern- 
ment to raise its target for this 
year to US$ 50 billion. Meanwhile 
Zhongguancun Park believes it 
can attract US$ 800 million in 
investments, based on last year’s 
US$ 600 million. 


“KFC requires a start-up 
investment of 8 million yuan, 
which is a substantial amount for 
a small or medium investor,” Pei 
explained, “before even consid- 


By Zhao Hongyi 

“It will be a great mistake if we 
don’t come to China,” Larry Elli- 
son, Oracle’s chairman and CEO, 
stressed several times at the open- 
ing session of “OracleWorld Beijing 
2002” this Wednesday. He was 
explaining why it was the first 
time ever his company held the 
worldwide meeting in China. 

Since last month, banners and 
billboards advertising “Oracle- 
World Beijing 2002” have been 
ubiquitous in Beijing. Oracle’s prod- 


ering operational requirements 
such as customer density, staff 
qualification, and so on.” 

McDonald’s has opened 
almost a hundred outlets in 


uct exhibition and technology con- 
vention attracts tens of thousands 
of reporters, industrial experts, 
Oracle software users, business 
managers and technicians from 
the world. The company invites 
its technical partners and product 
users to share their experiences, 
demonstrate the latest products 
and exchange IT achievements. 

After 11 years of presence in 
China, Oracle claims to be the larg- 
est software developer in the world 
with a business revenue of US8 


Photo by Li Guiming 


China, all run directly by the its 
headquarters in the US. While 
the group has franchised 352 
outlets in Taiwan and 198 in 
Hong Kong, “not a single McDon- 
ald’s has been franchised yet on 
the Chinese mainland,” said Pei. 

In order to address the coun- 
try’s increasing demand, both 
groups have sent their senior 
management to the Convention 
to deliver the details behind the 
principles of franchising their 
outlets. 

In China, local chain stores and 
franchises have finally entered a 
phase of prosperity after a decade 
of ups and downs. This year’s 
4th China Chain Store & Fran- 
chising Exhibition and Conven- 
tion reunites hundreds of local 
brands who welcome potential 
investors. Brands up for grabs 
include McDonald’s, KFC and 


10.9 billion last year (and a profit 
rate of over 30%). It now aims to 
conquer its third market in the 
Asia and Pacific region, after Japan 
and South Korea. 

As a mainframe software devel- 
oper for enterprises and group 
users, Oracle’s products include 
cross-platform data processing, 
accounting, and e-commerce appli- 
cations which are commonly used 
in financial services, telecommu- 
nications, government, manufac- 
turing, transportation, and energy 
industries. 

“China’s economy is increasing 
at an alarming rate. As the most 
reliable, competitive and compat- 
ible software products provider, 
Oracle is always trying to catch 
up with China’s economic growth,” 
Ellison told the press at the 
opening of “OracleWorld Beijing 
2002 ”. 

The company’s report states 
that China’s entry to the World 
Trade Organization and the coun- 
try’s rapidly developing economy 
has created better market condi- 
tions. Beijing as host to the 2008 
Olympic Games and the central 
government’s priority of investing 
in IT projects also offers Oracle a 
greater market potential. 

On June 1, Oracle established 
its China Development Center in 
Shenzhen, the first of its kind in 
the country, and will set up a 
second in Beijing within the next 
few years. 

During the three-day con- 
vention and exhibition, Oracle 
launched a number of marketing 
programs to compete with its rivals 
Microsoft, IBM, Sun, and others. 
Major events include introducing 
the Chinese version of Oracle’s free 
training software (Oracle Technol- 
ogy Network), and demonstrating 
Oracle9i software and e-business 
suite products. 


Quanjude (Beijing Roast Duck) in 
the food and restaurant business, 
Lianhua Super Stores, Hualian 
Super Stores, Sanlian Home Appli- 
ances, Guomei Electronics and 
Su’ning Home Appliances in retail- 
ing, Pulande in laundry, and many 
others in beauty and fitness. 

“Local brands require low 
investment, from 50,000 to 
500,000 yuan,” said Pei. “This 
gives great hope to potential 
business operators.” 

More than ten overseas dele- 
gations attended the exhibition, 
representing International Fran- 
chise Association from the USA, 
Philippine Franchise Association, 
Singapore International Franchise 
Association, Korea Franchise Asso- 
ciation from South Korea, Taiwan 
Chain Store & Franchise Associa- 
tion, and Taiwan Franchise Asso- 
ciation, among others. 


China will invest 270 bil- 
lion yuan in the construction 
of railways and another 80 
billion yuan in purchasing 
locomotives and rail wagons, 
according to Mr. Cai Qinghua, 
the country’s vice minister of 
railways. 

China aims to equip its rail- 
way industry with the most 
advanced technologies and 
facilities by the year 2015. 

Overseas Capital 
Continues to Pour 

Sources from the Ministry 
of Foreign Trade and Economic 
Cooperation (MOFTEC) reveals 
that in the first five months 
of this year, 11,612 foreign- 
funded enterprises have been 
approved. The total contract 
investment amounts to US$ 
27.864 billion, showing a 7.29% 
increase. Actual input capital 
amounts to US$ 16.922 billion, 
showing a 12.38% increase. 

Swiss Biz Comes 

A 90-member delegation 
consisting of businessmen, sci- 
entists and technicians from 
Switzerland has just launched 
“Science & Innovation” week 
in Beijing, in order to promote 
investment projects of envi- 
ronmental protection, public 
transportation and other 
financing in the capital. 

The delegation signed an 
agreement with its Chinese 
partners for a five-year proj- 
ect to improve energy conser- 
vation and industrial waste 
disposal, to which the Swiss 
government will grant 10 mil- 
lion Swiss francs. 

Last year bilateral trade 
between the two countries 
reached 3.93 billion Swiss 
francs, as over 600 Swiss com- 
panies have entered the Chi- 
nese market. 

World Cup Stimulates 
South Korea’s 
Exports to Beijing 

Recent statistics show South 
Korea’s exports to China, 
through the channels of Beijing, 
have surged so far by 47.9% 
to reach US$ 240 million this 
year, thanks to the World Cup 
soccer games currently under- 
way in South Korea and Japan. 
Major exports include garments, 
mobile phones, cosmetics, fash- 
ion designs, food and beverages, 
TV series and movie discs. 

Samsung’s mobiles rank 
the first in the category, 
with a total of US$ 71.79 
million. Garments and fash- 
ion designs total over US$ 
10 million. 

(Zhao Hongyi) 



Crowds flocked to the exhibition in search of business opportunities 

Photo by Zhang Xuekun 


Ping An Insurance 
Recruits Overseas 


Zhongguancun Goes 
On-line at Sina.com 



International Franchises Join Hands with Local Investors 
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Questions Clip Spraying of Air Freshener 


By Sun Ming 

After special spraying cars 
cruised a major street in Beijing 
for two days spreading rose-scent- 
ed air freshener into the air, the 
operation was halted on June 9. 

The spraying activity, in which 
300 kilograms of air freshener was 
used along Ping’an Avenue, had 
been scheduled to last five days. 



Zheng Hongzhong proving his product 
is harmless Photo by Zhuang Jian 


“This was the first time that 
air freshener was used on the 
streets of Beijing,” said Wu Xin- 
lin, manager of the Cleaning Ser- 
vice Center of Xincheng District 
Environmental Sanitation Bu- 
reau, which directed the spray- 
ing on June 7 and 8. 

Regarding why the spraying 
was stopped, “We soon received 
telephone calls from citizens con- 
cerned that the air freshener 
could be harmful,” Wu told 
Beijing Today. 

Wu admitted that the bureau 
didn’t carefully consider the plan 
and was only aware that the air 
freshener would have a rose-like 
fragrance. 

The air freshener, with a to- 


tal price tag of 60,000 yuan, was 
all donated by Beijing Hua Hong 
Wei Ye Trading Company, an air 
freshener distributor. 

“We hope people can breathe 
fresh air,” Hua Hong Wei Ye 
manager Zheng Hongzhong ex- 
plained to Beijing Today when 
asked about the motives behind 
the donation. 

Zheng said the air freshener 
can neutralize bacteria in the air, 
and produced a copy of a report 
saying the product was effective 
in inhibiting the growth of coli- 
form bacteria. 

In order to prove the innoc- 
uousness of the air freshener, 
Zheng drank it and sprayed it 
into his mouth in front of a 


Beijing Today reporter. 

However, many citizens still 
have doubts about the spraying. 

“Air freshener can’t improve 
air quality, it only conceals un- 
pleasant odors with fragrance,” 
said Xu Dongqun, a researcher 
at the Institute of Environmen- 
tal Health Monitoring. 

“Air flow is fast, so fragrance 
dissipates quickly, to say nothing 
of its limited effects on airborne 
bacteria,” added Xu. 

Song Ruijin, professor at the 
Chinese Academy of Preventive 
Medicine, said that all air fresh- 
eners contain chemical compo- 
nents that are poisonous to some 
degree. They widespread spray- 
ing of these products could lead 


to soil pollution and harm peo- 
ple’s skin. 

“The improvement of air qual- 
ity shouldn’t depend on the spray- 
ing of air freshener,” added Song. 

Fan Ping, a scholar from the 
Chinese Academy of Social Sci- 
ences, indicated that the Clean- 
ing Service Center of Xincheng 
District Environmental Sanita- 
tion Bureau was unwise to un- 
dertake the spraying plan. 

“Not all people like this kind 
of artificial fragrance,” said Fan, 
“The center shouldn’t impose this 
on people.” 

He added, “In the end, a lot of 
air freshener was sprayed on the 
street. Passers-by had no choice 
but to passively take it in.” 



Photo hy Chen Bai 

Sea Lion 

Witnesses Wedding 

A sea lion named Mike was the chief in animal-related fields . Groom Fu Yujia 
witness at a wedding ceremony held at said that he and his bride, Du Fengjuan, 
the Beijing Aquarium last Saturday \ have both loved animals since their 

Neither the bride nor the groom work youth . (Sun Ming) 


Disabled Wife Sues 
Unfaithful Husband 


By Sun Ming/ Wang Yuan 

Last Friday, the trial of a lawsuit 
filed by a disabled wife against her 
husband started in Beijing Fangshan 
District People’s Court. The woman 
is trying to get money to cover her 
costs of living and medical expenses 

In the court, the wife, Dong Liy- 
ing, accused her husband, Ma Zhiyi, 
of having an affair and living with 
their housekeeper. She said it was 
the main reason behind their son’s 
suicide in January. 

According to Dong, she married 
Ma in 1984, and then developed seri- 
ous rheumatoid arthritis in 1987 af- 
ter the birth of their second son. As 
a result, Dong’s limbs are painfully 
distorted and she struggles to walk. 

“My husband was kind to me 
in the first few years,” Dong told 
the court, “But he gave me the cold 
shoulder starting in 1995 when an 
18-year-old housekeeper appeared in 
our family.” 

According to Dong, her husband 
has lived with the housekeeper 
since 1996 in the same apartment 
with Dong and their two sons. 

Dong said her husband seldom 
gives her and their sons money, 
leaving her to often ask for help 
from her relatives. 

On January 25, her 14-year-old 
younger son committed suicide by 
drinking poison. Dong said her son 
expressed wishes that his father 
would go back to the family in a 


suicide note. 

After the suicide, friends stepped 
in and got Ma to agree to give his 
wife 400 yuan per month to cover 
her basic needs. 

“But he only gave me the money 
two times. I have to pay for my costs 
of living and medical fees, so I had to 
sue him,” said Dong. 

Before the court, Ma Zhiyi, for- 
merly the head of a small coal 
factory and now unemployed, said 
that he had performed his duties 
as a husband and father. In order 
to support his family, he had to 
consistently work overtime. “She 
thinks the man should earn the 
money for a family. She always 
asks for money from me, but I re- 
ally have no more,” he said. 

According to Ma, his wife often 
told their younger son that the rheu- 
matoid arthritis she suffered was the 
result of his birth. “After we had ar- 
guments, she would beat him. That 
was the reason behind my son’s sui- 
cide,” said Ma in the court. 

Ma said he had asked for a di- 
vorce but his wife always refused. 

The sudden appearance of the cou- 
ple’s 17-year-old elder son stunned 
Ma. He ordered his son to leave the 
court at once, yelling, “If you are my 
son, get out!” The son didn’t utter a 
word, but stayed and watched the 
entire court proceedings. 

The case is still under investi- 
gation. 


Bone Marrow Bank Short of Cash 


By Li lily 

Liu Zhengsheng, 24, a graduate student 
at the Guanghua School of Management at 
Peking University, launched the Sun 1000 
Plan for the Sun Bone Marrow Bank with 
his classmates on the morning of June 9. At 
the same time the Sun Volunteer Associa- 
tion was founded to support the bank’s daily 
work. 

The founders of the Sun 1000 plan will look 
for 1,000 marrow donators and try to raise 
500,000 yuan to cover the medical expenses of 
leukemia patients, said Liu, organizer of the 
bank and the plan and a leukemia sufferer 
himself. 

In only half a year, 500 volunteers have 
registered to donate marrow samples. The old- 
est volunteer is over 50 and the youngest a 
14-year-old middle school student. 



Photo by Cui Hao 


Zhuo Ling, Miss China, returned to Chi- 
na Tuesday after coming in as the Second 
Runner Up in the finals of the 51st Miss 
Universe Competition, held in San Juan, 
Puerto Rico, on May 29. Miss Russia, Oxa- 
na Fedorova, was crowned Miss Universe 
2002 and Miss Panama, Justine Pasek, won 
First Runner Up. 

This was the first time for a Chinese 
woman to participate in the pageant. Zhuo 
Ling, 19, is a model from the Yifei Modeling 
Company. (Chen Ying) 


“Although almost 500 volunteers have 
signed up, we have received only 108 marrow 
samples,” Liu said, “A complete marrow check 
costs 2,500 yuan. Because of a lack of money, 
about 400 volunteers can’t undergo the proce- 
dure.” 

Liu’s parents gave 50,000 yuan from their 
savings to cover the fees for the first 108 mar- 
row samples. 

“I have made a 64-page brochure with in- 
formation about marrow donation,” Liu said, “ 
I hope it will draw more people to join in the 
marrow bank and more companies and indi- 
viduals to contribute money to support leuke- 
mia patients’ medical treatment.” 

For more information: 

Website: 

http:/ / pkunews.pku.edu.cn 

Email: pkusun@sina.com 

Office Struggling under 
Fax Spam 

By Li Lily 

Last week, an employee at a foreign-fund- 
ed company called the hotline of Beijing Youth 
Daily to complain about receiving many unso- 
licited advertisements through her office’s fax 
machine. 

“The fax machine in my office has become 
a convenient printer for ads since we released 
the fax number to the public,” said Wang, “The 
longest we’ve received was over 9 pages.” 

Foreign funded companies normally make 
their fax numbers open to the public, but 
having their numbers published in the yel- 
low pages opens them to unscrupulous adver- 
tisers. 

“I have to change the cartridge in the fax 
machine everyday,” added Wang. Moreover, the 
unwanted ads jam the lines, keeping important 
documents from being transmitted. 

According to Wang, she has called the tele- 
phone numbers printed on the ads several 
times to stop their practice, but the advertis- 
ers always simply answered that her compa- 
ny’s number is in the yellow pages. 



The sign at Song Fuben’s stall reads “ Yellow notice: Cheater of 
Consumers 99 Photo hy Wen Ling 

Vender Gets Yellow Card 

By Sun Ming cided to give him a yellow warning 

A yellow sign warning custom- sign, which can also be an alert to 
ers of a fraudulent vendor has other vendors,” said Qin. 
been hung in front of a chicken Qin said it’s also the first yel- 
stand by the administrators of the low warning sign posted by the 
Shangdi Market. market. 

The warning, which will not be According to Beijing Times, 
removed until June 28, has drawn however, some customers are still 
a lot of attention from consumers going to the stand. “They are regu- 
at the market. lar customers,” Song told a report- 

According to the market’s ad- er from the newspaper, “My regular 
ministration office in northwest- customers still believe in me.” 
ern Beijing, the vendor, Song However, one customer, a Mr. 
Fuben, has perpetrated frauds Li, told Beijing Times that he was 
against several customers. sure Song wouldn’t dare cheat peo- 

Qin Naijun, from the market’s pie any more with the yellow sign 
administration office, said custom- hanging outside his stall, 
ers who buy live chickens usually Li Yajun, a senior lawyer at the 
asked vendors to help them to kill Beijing Zhongzhao Lawyer Office, 
the chickens, which the customers said, “The market’s action is in- 
then take back home. Song took advisable and has no legal basis, 
advantage of some customers by I think that the vendor’s rights 
replacing their live chickens with and reputation have been violat- 
older dead birds. ed, but I’m not sure exactly which 

“On May 27, we received a com- rights. I’ve never heard of such a 
plaint from a customer. So we de- case before.” 


Man Seeks Sorry from 
Police through Sit-In 

By Sun Ming 

Over the past 20 days, Shi 
Fan, an over 40-year-old Beijing 
man, has become a regular fix- 
ture outside the Xisanqi Police 
Station. 

“I just want them to write 
an apology letter to me, but 
they have refused,” Shi told 
Beijing Times as he sat in front 
of the station. Behind him was 
a beaten-up bicycle carrying an 
old quilt, a mat and a bag full of 
law books. Shi explained that 
he slept in front of the station 
sometimes when he got tired. 

According to Shi, at 11 pm on 
May 12, he found a drunk man 
passed out on a road in Xisan- 
qi in northwestern Beijing. He 
put the man on his bicycle, in- 
tending to wheel him to his 
home. 

On the way, Shi met some po- 
licemen from the Xisanqi Police 
Station, so he turned the drunk 
man over to them and left. 

“But a few minutes later, 
they caught up with me and 
demanded I show some iden- 
tification,” said Shi, “I showed 
them my passport, but they 
said that the photo in the pass- 
port doesn’t look like me.” 

Then police officers took Shi 
back to the police station and 
searched his bag. According to 
the police, they quickly apolo- 
gized to Shi after verifying his 
identity. 

Shi used to be an instructor 
at Beijing Science & Technolo- 
gy University. He went abroad 
in 1994 and returned from the 
US last year. He is continuing 
his advanced studies at Beijing 
University. 

Regarding Shi’s demand for 
a written apology, Mr. Yao, the 
head of the police station who 
requested his full name not be 
used, said, “There isn’t any le- 
gal basis for writing such a 
letter.” 

According to police, Shi still 
frequently sits in front of the po- 
lice station. They have reported 
the case to their higher-ups. 



Photo by Chen Shuyi 


Goodies Delivers the 
Tasty Goods 

By jiao Pei 

Goodies, Beijing’s first deliv- 
ery company to offer English 
service and food brought direct- 
ly from 30 popular restaurants, 
started business last month. 

“Our nine receptionists can 
speak fluent English and our 
delivery personnel are 
equipped by advanced vacuum 
boxes imported from US,” said 
Wu Zan, one of the owners of 
the company. 

According to Wu, the 30 select- 
ed restaurants cover food from 
12 countries, including the US, 
Japan, Mexico, Vietnam, Greece, 
Thailand, Italy, and India and 
there are five Chinese restau- 
rants. Goodies is open for busi- 
ness 11am to 11pm 365 days a 
year, and the standard delivery 
charge is 15 yuan. 

“After operating for almost 
one month, the results have 
been better than we expect- 
ed. We’ve had an average of 
20 deliveries a day, with av- 
erage payments of 200 yuan,” 
said Wu. 

Tel: 6416-7676/7070. 

Fax: 6416-6815. 

Electronic Eyes 
Watch Market 

By Li Lily 

Sixteen security cameras 
have been watching every cor- 
ner of the Panjiayuan Market, 
also called the “dirt market”, 
since June 9. 

According to the market’s 
administration, a popular site 
for shopping for antiques, art- 
work and kitsch, the electron- 
ic eyes are used to monitor 
crowds and prevent fires, theft 
and fights. They were installed 
by the Beijing government at a 
cost of 300,000 yuan. 
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“l Climbed the 

12th Watchtower 

Simatai Great Wall tells tourists to keep out of danger zone 


By Chen Ying 

D issidence between 

Simatai tourists and 
administrators over who 
is responsible when 
climbing the wild portion 
of the Great Wall draws attention after 
employees recently refused public 
access to the Wall’s most attractive, 
and most dangerous, parts. 

Following one tourist’s complaint 
to the media, Wang Yongku, the 
manager of Simatai Great Wall 
Management Tourism Business 
Company, suggested the visitors sign 
a liability agreement if they insist on 
climbing past the designated area. 

In mid-May, climbing enthusiast 
Tian Ye and his mountaineering 
friends arrived in Simatai for an 
expedition where their final 
destination was the famous Heavenly 
Ladder and Sky Bridge. But they were 
blocked by two guards at the 12th 
watchtower on the east side of the Wall 
who told them it was too dangerous to 
continue on to the steep and ruined 
sections beyond. 

Simatai administration had erected 
a notice board at the 12th watchtower 
forbidding entry past that point when 
the Great Wall opened to tourists in 
1987. At that time few people were 
able to reach the 12th watchtower, 
until cable cars were installed in 
1996 to popularize access. As people 
attempted to climb the last stretch of 
the Wall to the east, accidents began 
to occur, some of them fatal. 

However many tourists continued 
to trespass the board. In an attempt 
to prevent further tragedy, the 
administration hired guards from 
1999 to reinforce the boundary at the 
12th watchtower. Ever since then, it 
has been an endless point of contention 
between tourists and employees. 

Given their extensive climbing 
experience, Tian and his friends were 
very disappointed. Since first conquering 
Simatai seven years ago, Tian 
considered himself familiar with the 
terrain, but they were equally forced to 
abandon their eastward trek. 

Unsatisfied, Tian wrote a letter to 
the local media in search of a solution. 
His persistence was soon rewarded. 
Wang Yongku proposed to draft a 
liability agreement between tourists 
and the administration. According to the 
agreement, each tourist must comply 
with administrative regulations, stop at 
the 15th watchtower, return on time, 
and preserve the heritage according 
to national law. Visitors who do not 
respect the signed agreement would 
be responsible for themselves. 

How to resolve the conflict between 
the tourists and the administration? 
Is signing an agreement a satisfactory 
solution? Opinions follow: 

Tian Ye, climbing enthusiast 

I understand the administration’s 
decision. But conquering the 
difficulties of climbing is the most 
cherished experience of a true climber. 
That’s why I hope the manager will 
also understand our point of view and 
find a compromise. 

Even though it’s dangerous, I 
believe I can conquer it. The famous 
scenery past the 12th watchtower is 
so beautiful, it’s really a shame not to 
see it for yourself. 

Wang Yongku, Manager, Simatai 
Great Wall Management Tourism 
Business Company 

Drafting the agreement doesn’t 
mean we are shirking responsibility. 
Two university students died here when 
they tried to climb the Heavenly Ladder 
and Sky Bridge. I still remember how 
heartbroken their parents were. I felt 
guilty. That’s why we put guards at the 
12th watchtower. 

Someone even advised us to add 
security rails along the most 


dangerous parts. But we refused, 
because Simatai is famous for 
preserving the Great Wall’s original 
features. All types of wall architecture 
can be found here. Simatai is a 
piece of “wall art”. In terms of 
protecting national heritage, it’s totally 
irresponsible to casually set up guard 
rails. We can understand tourists’ 
intense desire to further explore the 
world heritage, but it is our duty to 
protect their safety. 

Fu Shide, lawyer, Beijing 
Jingwei Law Firm 

An agreement which holds tourists 
unilaterally responsible for their own 
actions in a public area is invalid. The 


area shouldn’t be open if it does not 
meet safety regulations. If tourists 
insist on penetrating the dangerous 
areas, the administration should put 
up a notice to clearly separate these 
areas. 

Meng Xiangfang, lawyer, 

Beijing Rongzhi Law Firm 

I think this agreement is valid. 
Although the government authorizes 
the administration to manage Simatai 
Great Wall, there is no law stating 
whether people can climb its most 
dangerous parts. 

So the administration has the 
right to make rules to protect the 
visitors. It has already done what it 


can to warn tourists against danger. 
Today people should be used to dealing 
with each other in contractual 
agreements. Although life is 
invaluable, the administration cannot 
be responsible if there is no previous 
agreement. The employees’ duty is 
more moral than legal. 

Dong Yaohui, General 
Secretary, China Great Wall 
Association 

Personally, I disagree with signing 
the agreement. That means attributing 
the risk to the tourists themselves. The 
administration should focus on how to 
better protect the tourists. 

Simatai is one of the most 
important parts of Great Wall, 
embodying its history and value. But 
it’s also the most dangerous section for 
visitors, so a clear distinction should 
be made between ordinary tourists 
and professional climbers. 

People with experience in rock- 
climbing technology and hiking 
expeditions seek both the excitement 
of risk as well as the enjoyment of 
Simatai’s ancient environment around 
the Great Wall. These professionals 
who plan to climb the Wall past the 
12th watchtower can apply to the 
administration with proof of professional 
qualifications, as well as their intent to 
respect the national heritage. 

However most people are just 
ordinary tourists who lack the basic 
skills and experience to climb 
seriously, let alone risk their lives. 
It’s reasonable for the administration 
to prevent them from visiting the 
dangerous areas. 

Eric Humphrey, hiking 
enthusiast, American 

In the US, we have private land 
and public land. Public land is divided 
into state or federal. 

On private land, the landowner 
should put up a barrier of some kind 
to prevent people from risking injury. 
If danger is not clearly marked and 
a person is hurt or killed on his 
property, the landowner could be sued 
by the person’s family. In the case 
of trespassing, it’s most likely the 
victim’s own responsibility. 

On public land, the rules are pretty 
much the same. For example, in a 
national park there may be a sign 
reading “Danger: enter at your own 
risk”. 

In my opinion, people should be 
responsible for their own actions. 
In this case, if the administration 
warns the tourists of the danger, then 
whatever happens beyond that point 
is out of administrative hands. 

Sun Huilin, hiking enthusiast, 

BJ Hikers Organizer 

I often organize hikes for both 
Chinese and foreigners. The last time 
my friends and I visited the Great 
Wall at Simatai there was no sign and 
no guards. But we turned around at 
12th watchtower anyway because we 
thought it was too dangerous. Also, 
local people had warned us that some 
students had died after trying to climb 
the last parts. 

Since the administration has made 
the effort to put up a notice board and 
hire employees specifically to inform 
tourists, I would choose to turn back 
instead of blaming or quarrelling with 
the guards. People should at least 
be considerate enough to respect the 
administrators’ decision. 

I can understand what some 
enthusiastic climbers must feel when 
they finally reach the peak. I also feel 
a sense of only partial achievement. 
Meeting a challenge is always 
exciting. But that doesn’t mean they 
should break the rules, which are 
only fair. Better to climb another 
mountain than to embarrass the 
administration. 


SOUND BITES 

WORLD CUP 


“We finished last in our group and 
we didn’t score a goal — hut so did 
France, so we’re in good company. I 
am proud of my players for the way 
they played.” 

— Saudi Arabia coach Nasser al- 
Johar referring to the shock exit 
of the defending world champions 
from Group A Tuesday 

“I can remember everything about 
the game so clearly because it is one 
of those unforgettable occasions.” 

— South African skipper Lucas 
Radebe after beating Slovenia to 
record his country’s first ever 
World Cup win 

“We are all South Africans no 
matter our color.” 

— South African coach Jomo Sono 
sees a place in the second phase 
for his Rainbow Warriors. 

“I don’t think it was a surprise, it’s 
just our mission to show the world 
what we’ve learned in the past four 
years.” 

— Japan’s Hidetoshi Nakata after 
Japan scored its first World Cup 
victory against Russia 

“Unlike African teams in the past 
who lacked discipline, we are staying 
cool.” 

— Senegal midfielder Salif Diao 

“My team played a beautiful game 
with so much power and aggression, 
and I am very proud of them.” 

— Costa Rican coach Alexandre 
Guimaraes says a draw with Turkey 
wasn’t so bad 

“It took 44 years to get here, that’s 
a very long time to wait for the World 
Cup.” 

— Chinese defender Fan Zhiyi after 
his team is humbled by Brazil 

“This is probably the sweetest mo- 
ment of my whole career.” 

— David Beckham lays a few 
ghosts to rest with his penalty 
winner against Argentina 

“There are a lot of players knock- 
ing on the door here. They all want to 
play and that’s very good.” 

— England coach Sven-Goran 
Eriksson says competition is what 
keeps his squad on its toes 

“We know we are out of the com- 
petition, but we have our honor to 
defend.” 

— Nigeria coach Adegboye Onig- 
binde promises a valiant match 
against England 

“Germany must now be patient. 
Our youth set-up, which we have 
modeled on that of France, will bear 
fruit.” 

— Germany’s World Cup-winning 
captain and coach Franz Becken- 
bauer looks enviously over the 
neighbors’ fence 

“He’d irritated the hell out of me 
with his diving.” 

— Irish defender Gary Breen is 

not impressed with German forward 
Miroslav Klose 

“He’s a great keeper and has 
a great future, although maybe he 
should play a bit more forward, al- 
most like a sweeper.” 

— Paraguay shot-stopper Jose 
Luis Chilavert admires Spanish 
goalkeeper Iker Casillas 

“In Germany in 2006 we will be 
more powerful. In 2010 we will ex- 
plode.” 

— Former Ghanaian star Abedi Pele 
says an African World Cup triumph 
cannot be far away 

“We were playing against a team 
who wasn’t playing football.” 

— French goalkeeper Fabien 
Barthez slams an aggressive Uru- 
guay 

“It’s in the past now but I will try 
not to do that again.” 

— Brazilian star Rivaldo, branded a 
cheat by FIFA, says he will clean up 
his act after being fined for feigning 
injury 

By Chen Ying 



The 12th Watchtower Photo by Wang Huichang 


That’s Simatai 

Simatai, located in the north particularly dangerous and awe- 
of Miyun County, 120km inspiring, 
northeast of Beijing, is the point A valley separates the Great 
of access to Gubeikou, a Wall at Simatai into two parts, 
strategic pass in the eastern part east and west. The west part 
of the Great Wall. The Great Wall is relatively mild with 20 
at Simatai is 5.4km long with 35 well-preserved watchtowers. In 
beacon towers. contrast, the east part is quite 

Originally built during the steep, with 15 watchtowers 
Northern Qi dynasty (550-577) scattered over 1,000-meter-high 
and rebuilt in the Hongwu years peaks. 

of the Ming dynasty, Simatai The main attractions in this 
is the only section of the Wall part include the Beijing Watch 
which preserves the original Tower, the Fairy Tower, the 
features of the Ming dynasty Heavenly Ladder and the Sky 
Great Wall. Bridge. 

According to the famous Heavenly Ladder: leaning 
Great Wall specialist Professor against the mountain at a 
Luo Zhewen, the Great Wall is 45-degree angle, it leads to the 
the best of Chinese architecture, Beijing Watch Tower and the 
and Simatai is the best of the Fairy Tower. At its narrowest, it 
Great Wall. is only half a meter wide. 

Built on precipitous mountains, Sky Bridge: a mere 40 

Simatai includes many places that centimeters wide, it is actually 
are unmatched among other 100 meters long, and connects 
sections of the Wall. The Heavenly the Fairy Tower to the Beijing 
Ladder and the Sky Bridge are Watch Tower. 
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Chinese 

Deserve 



More Credit 


C hina UnionPay (“Yinlian” in Chinese), a firm specialized in bank-issued card net- 
works, has just become Visa International Asia’s newest member, in a key step 
to promoting the issuing of bank cards in China. 

Will bank-issued cards now proceed to sweep the nation? How do they fit into the lives 
of China’s urban elite? Will they soon become a daily commodity for all? 



By Su Wei 

H orizonkey.com recently 
conducted a survey of 
people earning over 5,000 
yuan per month or who own a 
family car, in Beijing, Shanghai, 
Guangzhou, Wuhan, Chengdu, 
Nanjing, Xi’an, Zhengzhou, Da- 
lian and Shenyang. 

The survey also covered 42 
kinds of bank-issued cards from 
15 different banks, including the 
Commercial and Industrial Bank, 
Construction Bank, Agricultural 
Bank, Bank of China, Bank of 
Communication, Guangdong De- 
velopment Bank, Everbright Bank 
of China, Huaxia Bank, CITIC 
Industry Bank, Pudong Devel- 
opment Bank, Fujian Industrial 
Bank, China Merchant Bank, Min- 
sheng Bank, Shenzhen Develop- 
ment Bank and Guangdong Postal 
Savings. 

More people, more cards 

The average number of cards 
per card-holder is just over two, a 
little more than six months ago. 
Around 25% of those surveyed 
have only one bank card, while 
15% say they have more than 
four. 

Many Chinese people believe 
cards suggest higher social status 
and use them to show off their 
wealth. Meanwhile the central 
government has understood that 
bank-issued cards are vital in es- 
tablishing a personal credit system 
and in promoting sponsorship. 

Most domestic financing insti- 
tutes have developed their individ- 
ual credit assessment system by 
cooperating with other loan servic- 


es or by offering credit on a trial 
basis, in order to attract customers 
and encourage people to apply. 

The credit card application pro- 
cedure has also been simplified. 
For example at the Construction 
Bank in Shanghai, individuals are 


no longer required to provide a 
guarantor or a personal credit cer- 
tificate sealed by their company. 
Shanghai resident Wu Wei claims 
that “Now just the ID card is 
enough.” 

More importantly, the Chinese 


government has been advised to 
learn from other countries such as 
South Korea, and is currently study- 
ing foreign policies of promoting the 
use of cards, such as giving tax re- 
duction privileges to card users and 
encouraging enterprises to use cards 


for commercial purchases. 

Furthermore, since China’s en- 
try into WTO, overseas financial 
institutes have adapted their card- 
issuing programs to provide more 
opportunities for Chinese citizens, 
such as the Japanese credit card 
company JCB, who applied to the 
People’s Bank of China for an ex- 
tension of its JCB card-issuing 
business to China’s inland areas. 

Others such as Citibank and 
HSBC have applied to Bank of 
China for the licensing of foreign 
currency credit cards. 

Less use, less credit 

While less than 30% of card- 
holders say they use their cards 
daily, almost 34% say they use 
them rarely, and 15% admit to nev- 
er using them at all. 

Could this be because bank 
cards are simply not convenient? 
There are still a number of banks 
who issue cards which cannot be 
used in most Point of Sales (POS) 
machines or in a competing bank’s 
ATM. 

Even the supposedly unified 
unionpay system initiated by Chi- 
na UnionPay and other major 
domestic banks suffers from in- 
compatibility problems. 

Shanghainese Zhang Yi recalls 
an embarrassing incident at the 
Meilongzhen Shopping Mall on 
Nanjing Xilu in Shanghai, where 
her Commercial and Industrial 
Bank issued credit card did not 
work with the POS at the mall. 
“Finally I just gave up and paid in 
cash. But what if I didn’t have the 
cash on me?” 

Adding insult to injury, Zhang 


complained that money had been 
deducted from the card even 
though the card had just been re- 
fused by the POS. 

Both the shopping mall’s and 
the bank’s refusal to take any re- 
sponsibility for the situation left 
her speechless. “I cannot believe 
that only large bank branches are 
capable of providing a detailed 
credit card statement!” 

But true credit cards are rare 
in China. According to Hang Weiq- 
iang, general manager of Master- 
Card International, China, 90% of 
the over 300 million so-called cred- 
it cards issued in China are in 
fact debit cards used for immediate 
payment, as opposed to the 10% of 
cards used to postpone payment. 

“Chinese consumers must first 
have the money in their account 
before they can use their card to 
spend it. This is different from 
world standards in application and 
overdraft.” 

However Hang claims this is 
not due to Chinese conservative 
consumer habits but rather to do- 
mestic banks’ failure to provide a 
card service catered to the Chinese 
consumer market. 

Finally, both domestic banks 
and merchants tend to overesti- 
mate the risk. Although banks may 
realize that the total income of per- 
sonal loans amounts to only 5% of 
all loans, they prefer to limit their 
business to individuals with a sol- 
id credit history. 

Meanwhile merchants are 
aware that every bank card trans- 
action is electronically recorded, 
which makes tax evasion and false 
deductions a lot more tricky. 


TEL: 68997124 68311626 
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ZiyiXuan Baochi Lou 

3rd Floot Building B, 
Donghuan Guangchang, 

29 Dongzhong jie, 

Dongcheng District 

29 B its 3 M 

11:00-14:30,17:00-22:00 

6856.9388 


Beijing Roast Duck 

Building3,Tuanjie Lake,Chaoyang District 

11:40-14:00,17:00-21:30 

6852.4003 

Bianyifang Roast Duck Restaurant 

2 A Chongwenmenwai Dajie,ChongwenDistrict 

11:00-14:00,17:00-21:30 

Tel:6712.0505 


— 

Spice Orchids Thai Restaurant 


Welcome to our Spice Orchids Thai Restaurant. 

Our features are undeniable: Walls decorated in purple and deep wine red;colors that really work 
together to produce a harmony;food that lie on in its contrasts;chefs that create a wonderful medley 
of hot, cool, sour, sweet, crunchy and soft dishes.Fish cake, deep-fried Taro, Green Pepper & Red Curry 
Fried with Beef and Minced meat fried with Basil leaves are not to be missed. 

And, we have an unique Chinese name,Tai Xiang La, which means Spicy Thai Restaurant, verbally; 
and Very Good Smell, phonetically. 

You're likely to satisfy your taste buds for a mere of RMB18 up, with weekday set lunch from 
RMB25-50. Tasty and inexpensive.A very good casual dining experience. 

Add: 8 South Street, Guan Dong Dian,Chaoyang District. 

(North of Kerry Centre Hotel and the back of Hot-Point Disco) 

Tel:6591.7726 Fax:6591.7926 



CLUB GREEN 

BEST CLUB IN BEIJING 

ADD: Land mark Tower 1/F 8North Dong San 
Huan Road, chaoyang District Beijing 

iMt: 

TEL: (010)65906999 65906688 - 2988 

COME & BE AS COOL AS 

GREEN 



New French Restaurant Now Open! 

07 m m m pw . 

Spoil yourself with genuine French fare and ambiance and a superb vairety of wines 
at the Roland Garros restaurant. Close a lull evening of relaxation with a choice of 
dramatic desserts, coffees, and Cuban cigars. 

Roland Garros Restaurant 
Open: 1 1 :00-24:00 Daily 

Address:North Entrance Chaoyang Tennis Club 
Nongzhan Nanlu, Chaoyang District 
Telephone:6508-91 00 


ROLAND GARROS 

RESTAURANT & BAR , BEIJING , CHINA 


Att* -If-P * JLm 

BEIJING FANTASY WORLD CLUB 

It offers a full range of services, including fine rooms, restaurants and entertainment 
centre. 

FU LIN Seafood Restaurant: more than 1 00 kinds of fresh seafood are now 20% off. 
Korean Flavour Restaurant: newly open, supply Korean food and barbecue. 20% off. 
Entertinment Centre: Bowling, billiards, karaoke and gynimasium. 

Tel:(0 1 0)68843388-7 1 8/620 

Add: 1 Gu Cheng Nan Lu Shijingshan District 

(100 meters in west from Gu Cheng metro station) 

%ii§":(0 10)68843388-7 18/620 

ilk Jibuti [ I 1 100 7|t) 


Donglaishun Restaurant 
& ^J® 

5/F,Xindong'an Plaza, Wangfujing 
Da jie, Dongcheng District 

5 m 

11:00-14:00,17:00-21:30 

6528.0932 


Fan Shi Gang 

140 Andingdajie, Dongcheng District 
140 

9:00-23:00 

64042187 


*fc % fB 

Night of Beijing Restaurant 

Special offer of seafood as well as many other dishes and salads: shrimp: 

RMB38; lobster/ clam: RMB98 

Pleasant ambience and sufficient parking space. 

Address: 1 Dayabao Alley, Dongcheng District 
Tel: 65272672, 65272704 ext 8865 

nflTfcg mjf 38 Ttmmm 98 it 
»-nr io tussmts mmBmwm . 

ttfitlt 1 65272672 65272704 $$ 8865 
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ince the Shanghai and Shenzhen Security Exchanges were established in 1990, dramatic improvements have been made in China’s 
securities market, according to Zhou Xiaochuan, the president of the China Securities Regulatory Commission (CSRC). 

By the end of April 2002, there were 1,175 listed companies in the Chinese securities market. A total of 810.1 billion yuan has been 
raised and the market value of all shares is 4.54 trillion yuan. 

About 67 million investors have opened accounts in the securities market. There are 118 securities corporations and 24,00 securi- 
ties trading outlets in China with a total of 93.6 billion yuan of investment funds. 


Stock Price Manipulation 
Case Roaches Court 


Seven people were 
tried from this 
Tuesday to 
Thursday , in the 
first round of the 
ongoing case. Ding 
Fugen, the main 
operator of 0048 
stock , stands first 
from the right. 



By Ivy Zhang 

T he fall of the judge’s hammer 
started the hearing of a share 
price manipulation case, called 
the largest case ever involving 
China’s stock market. It was held this 
Tuesday to Thursday at the Beijing No. 
2 Intermediate People’s Court. 

The shares in question were in the 
Zhongke Chuangye Investment Co., 
and their value spiked over a period of 
around two years, bringing in massive 
profits for major shareholders, then 
crashed, leading to serious losses for 
many investors. 

The players in the case raised a to- 
tal of 5.4 billion yuan from more than 
100 businesses and individuals as well 
as about 120 securities trading outlets 
across 20 provinces and municipalities 
in China. 

The whereabouts of the two main 
suspects in the case, Lu Xinjiang (also 
named Lu Liang) and Zhu Huanliang, 
are unknown, the court was told. 

Seven people, including one accused 
of harboring a criminal, stood before 
the court this week. 

According to the public prosecutors, 
from December 1998 to January 2001, 
Lu Liang raised the 5.4 billion yuan by 
signing cooperative agreements or en- 
trusted financing management agree- 
ments with over 100 investors in the 
name of Zhongke Chuangye Invest- 
ment Co. or Beijing Ke Wo Science & 
Technology Co. 

The defendants were also accused of 
opening 1,500 shareholder accounts at 
more than 120 sales departments of se- 
curities corporations including Shang- 
hai Lujiabang and Zhongxing Trust 
& Investment Co. Through these ac- 
counts, they manipulated the price of 
the stock coded 0048. 

The suspects held or controlled up 
to 56 million shares in 0048, or 55.36% 
of the total floating stocks, resulting 
in the tipping of the share’s trading 
price and volume in their favor, said 
the prosecutor. 

According to China’s criminal law, 
manipulators of stock prices can be 
sentenced to up to five years in prison. 
The trial of this case will continue. 

Main operator defends himself 

The hearing opened this Tuesday 
morning with the four-hour cross-ex- 
amination of the first defendant, Ding 
Fugen, who is considered a major play- 
er in the case. 


Ding, 36, a former employee at 
Zhongke Chuangye Investment Co., 
Ltd., called the “main operator” in the 
case, was arrested last May. 

As soon as the prosecutor finished 
reading the six-page indictment, Ding 
fought back. 

“I have some objections,” he said, 
“Firstly, in the indictment, I am ac- 
cused of knowing Lu Liang was ma- 
nipulating share prices. But, actually 
I didn’t, I was just his investment 
adviser.” 

Ding continued that he didn’t push 
others to allocate or transfer shares 
but Lu Liang did, and said the oper- 
ating capital for share 0048 should be 
about 3 billion yuan instead of 4.5 bil- 
lion. He said he only raised 100 mil- 
lion yuan, 2% of all the funds brought 
in. Moreover, Ding said he earned no 
illegal profits through the scam and 
claimed Lu Liang manipulated the 
whole thing and he just took orders. 

“Earlier the share rose 10% for 10 
straight days. It’s fall was the last thing 
I wanted to see,” Ding added. 

In China, in order to avoid the col- 
lapse of the stock market, the govern- 
ment imposes a limit of 10% for a stock 
to rise or fall in one day. 

However, as the inquiry unfolded, 
contradictions in Ding’s statements 
raised questions about the veracity of 
his claims. 



More than 500 volumes of files have 
been collected in the complicated case. 

Photos by Qu Liyan 


Ding’s story about Lu, the stock 
manipulator 

Ding told the court that he got to 
know Lu in 1995 while working at a fu- 
tures company as an investment coun- 
selor. In March 1998, he began to work 
for Lu and then headed to Gansu prov- 
ince. 

In Gansu, they set up the Mingle 
Yanyuan Investment Management Co. 
with Lu Liang as the company’s legal 
representative, even though Lu still 
had 20 million yuan of outstanding 
debts from futures trading. 

“Lu borrowed the one million yuan 
of registered capital for the company,” 
Ding confessed, “and we used the com- 
pany to apply for land to grow alfalfa. 
We got over 1,200 acres of land but the 
alfalfa project was a failure.” 

Then, Lu used this company to raise 
money. After purchasing the Kangda’er 
shares, Lu publicly released encourag- 
ing news about the alfalfa project, de- 
spite the fact that no alfalfa had ever 
been grown. 

Ups and downs of 0048 stock 

Ding told the court that he learned 
about 0048 stock on January 20, 1999. 
At that time, the stock was named 
Kangda’er. “Lu had 2.77 million shares 
then. He said he expected to buy 30 
million shares, or around 50%. ” 

Ding later learned that Lu Liang 
and Zhu Huanliang signed an written 
agreement, according to which Lu was 
in charge of the primary market in- 
cluding the legal person and non-float- 
ing stocks while Zhu in charge of the 
secondary market including open trad- 
ing and floating stocks. 

Lu purchased his first 2.77 million 
0048 shares at a price of 13 yuan each. 
By the end of April 1999, at which point 
he held 30 million shares, the price had 
risen to about 30 yuan. 

“The stock went through two phases 
of drastic change,” Ding said, “the first 
phase happened after May 19, 1999, 
when the stock’s price rose from 17 to 
48 yuan. The second phase occurred 
between January and February 2 2001, 
during which the price went from 40 
yuan to 84 yuan. Then it began to fall. 

“The price of a stock reflects the vol- 
ume of shares put on the market by 
major shareholders,” Ding added. 

Ding told the court that Lu pushed 
the price of the share by buying into 
or acquiring other listed companies. He 
normally used the 0048 stock as collat- 


eral in such transactions. 

On Christmas day last year, Lu Li- 
ang and Zhu Huangliang had a falling 
out, after which Zhu sold tens of mil- 
lions shares per day. The price of 0048 
plummeted, falling 10% each day for 
10 continuous days. 

“The breaking of the financial link 
between Lu and Zhu, the high price of 
the stock and the expiration of some 
financing projects all caused the stock 
collapse,” Ding said. 

Contradictions in Ding’s testi- 
mony 

After Zhongke Investment Co., Ltd. 
was established in July 1999, Ding’s 
tasks included trading shares, contract 
and capital management. 

He said Lu was in charge of plan- 
ning and manipulation and he person- 
ally took care of stock transactions 

“Lu look at it as a strategic invest- 
ment and wanted to hold the shares 
for a long time. I didn’t know he was 
manipulating the price. I didn’t obtain 
any improper profits and I didn’t know 
Lu was breaking the law,” Ding added. 

He later confessed, though, that his 
salary had risen from 3,000 yuan when 
he joined with Lu to 10,000 yuan be- 
fore he was arrested, and Lu bought 
him a 750,000 yuan apartment. 

At the end of the inquiry, Ding an- 
swered questions from the judge. Be- 
low are some excerpts: 

Judge (J): How did Lu solve the 
problem of a lack of money? 

Ding (D): He used the shares as col- 
lateral to make profits. 

J: Who shouldered the risk ? 

D: Lu Liang. 

J: What role did you play in the 0048 
deal ? 

D: I played a certain part. I opened 
accounts, managed capital and con- 
tracts, and signed financing agree- 
ments. 

J: Who controlled the 1,500 individ- 
ual shareholder cards ? 

D: Lu Liang and his party. I also 
have some. 

J: Was there any human influence on 
the rise of the share price ? 

D: Yes. Human control was the main 
factor. 

J: Did Lu foresee the collapse of the 
0048 stock ? 

D: He didn’t talk about it with me. 


02.21.2000 


84.00 yuan 



06.13.2002 

• 

5.78 yuan 

10.29.1998 

• 

13.81 yuan 



The stock’s code, 0048, and name, 
Zhongke Chuangye, have been changed 
to 000048 and ST Kangda’er. 


The 0048 Stock 
Roller Coaster 

Lu Xinjian, 47, known as Lu 
Liang in the securities field, used 
to be a freelance writer and jour- 
nalist. At the age of 40, Lu be- 
came a major trader in the stock 
market. As a key player in the 
Zhongke shares” tragedy, he is 
called the super shareholder in 
China. 

Another key player in the trag- 
edy was Zhu Huanliang, a major 
shareholder based in Shenzhen, 
Guangdong province. Zhu con- 
trolled about 90% of the floating 
stocks in Kangda’er Corp. 

♦ In November 1994, the 

Shenzhen Kangda’er ( Group) 

Holding Corp., which engages in 
feed and chicken raising, was list- 
ed in the Shenzhen stock market. 

♦ In late 1997, the “ chicken 
flu” blow-up in Hongkong pushed 
Shenzhen Kangda’er to the brink 
of collapse. Its share price plum- 
meted, which led to the freezing 
of hundreds of millions of yuan of 
Zhu’s stock. 

♦ In mid- 1998, Zhu ap- 
proached Lu to ask for his help 
in saving Kangda’er. The two men 
forged a “five-year strategic invest- 
ment plan” to make long-term in- 
vestments over three to five years 
and turn Kangda’er into a high- 
tech business. Lu was in charge 
of financing while Zhu led share 
trading. 

+In late 1998, Kangda’er share 
price was around 17 yuan, but it 
rose continuously after Lu came 
on board. 

♦ In July 1999, the price of 
Kangda’er shares rose from 36 
yuan to 45 yuan and then stayed 
over 40 yuan, turning it into a 
“bull” share. 

♦ In July 1999, run by Lu Li- 
ang, Zhongke Chuangye Invest- 
ment Co., Ltd. was set up in 
Beijing with a registered invest- 
ment of 30 million yuan. 

♦ On December 8, 1999, the 
name Kangda’er changed to 
Shenzhen Zhongke Chuangye 
(Group) Holding Corp., which 
claimed publicly to have turned 
into a high-tech company. 

♦ On December 13, 1999, the 
share code of Kangda’er A 
switched to Zhongke Chuangye 
and its price approached 80 
yuan. 

♦ By February 2000, the price 
has surpassed the 80 yuan mark. 

♦ On December 25, 2000, 
Zhongke Chuangye’s share value 
plummeted with the unexpected 
sale of more than 60 million 
shares. Over the next 10 trading 
days, Zhongke Chuangye fell 10% 
every day. The shares’ market val- 
ue took a dive worth 5 billion 
yuan. 

♦ On January 1, 2001, six of 
the company’s board members and 
two members of the board of man- 
agement faxed their resignation 
letters to the board of directors of 
Zhongke Chuangye, leading to the 
collapse of the company’s board of 
directors. 

♦ On January 10, 2001, the 
CSRC announced it was conduct- 
ing a probe into the Zhongke 
Chuangye collapse, adding that 
the crash of Zhongke Chuangye’s 
share price was seriously disrup- 
tive to the stock market and that 
an investigative group had been 
set up. 

♦ On January 11, 2001, after 
falling from 33.59 yuan to around 
13 yuan, the price of Zhongke 
Chuangye’s stock leveled off by 
which time the company had lost 
two thirds of its market value. 

♦ In February 2001, the Min- 
istry of Public Security and 
CSRC jointly established an in- 
vestigative group, froze Zhongke 
Chuangye’s assets and started 
questioning some individuals in- 
volved in this case. 
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Unlocking 
the Door to 
the Future 

S -L 


© Keys for every kind of lock 
@ Locksmiths are always in demand 
@ One of Wang’s employees at work 
@ On the way to a job 
® Tools of the trade 


Surfing through 
different trades 

Wang’s grandfather was a 
locksmith, and his father took 
up the trade as a part-time 
job. Traditionally, a locksmith 
in China was always a street 
peddler. Wang often watched his 
father fixing various kinds of 
locks when he was a little boy, 
but never thought of becoming 
a locksmith himself. 

Wang graduated from the 
Nanjing Science and Engineer- 
ing University in 1995, major- 
ing in armaments manufacture, 
but that line of work did not 
really appeal to him. He was 
assigned to a military industry 
company in Jinzhou after grad- 
uation, a state owned company 
that was sliding into bankruptcy. 

The policy of assigning col- 
lege graduates to work units 
was soon to be discontinued, 
and Wang was one of those who 
rebelled against it. “Almost all 
of my classmates are working 
in military related industries 
now,” he says. 

He did not spend even one 
day working at the company, 
and tried instead to get a job at 
Jinzhou Port Co, with the help 
of his family. It was one of the 
most promising corporations in 
Liaoning Province, but he was 
still not satisfied, he says. “I 
felt that was not what I 
wanted to do.” 

Stepping into 
media 

At the end of 
1996, Wang saw 
an advertisement 
for a job at Jin- 
zhou TV Station. 

He decided to ap- 
ply, despite having no 
background in the in- 
dustry, and was even- 
tually selected together 
with two others from 
field of 300 candidates. 

A major turning point in 
Wang’s life came when his 
brother died in July 1999, 
the result of a sud- 
den cerebral hem- 
orrhage. “I was 
such a proud 
and self-cen- 
tered man 
until I lost 
my big 
brother,” 
he recalls. 

The family 
was shat- 
tered by 


the tragic event, but it eventual- 
ly proved to be the catalyst for 
the opening of the Wangshi Lock- 
smith Company. 

Two months after his broth- 
er’s death, he started to prepare 
for the examination to enter the 
Beijing Broadcasting Institute, 
regarded as something of a holy 
grail by young people working 
in the media outside Beijing. “I 
was too sad to know I was sad. 
See, the leather belt I’m wear- 
ing was my brother’s,” he says, 
pointing at his waist, “Now I of- 
ten see him in dreams.” 

Locksmith business 
kicks off in cities 

Wang’s father opened a lock- 
smith business in Taiyuan, 
Shanxi Province in 1999. But 
when his eldest son died, he was 
too broken-hearted to continue. 
He closed the business and went 
home. 

Although only one year 
younger than his brother, Wang 
had little sense of family re- 
sponsibility. After his brother 
died, however, he suddenly felt 
a strong need to take 
care of the family. “You 
can’t just lie on your 
bed,” he said to his 
father, “We have 
to stand up.” He 
persuaded his 


Photos by Jackey 


father to continue working to 
build up the locksmith company 
in that way. 

In August 2000, Wang and 
his father investigated the lock- 
smith market from Nanjing to 
Shanghai. They found the mar- 
ket had already reached sat- 
uration point, so they decided 
to open their business in Tang- 
shan, a city in Hebei Province 
in the north of China. Wangshi 
Tangshan Locksmith Company 
opened in October, and accord- 
ing to Wang, it now holds 80% of 
the market share in that city. 

Now Wangshi Locksmith has 
branches in five cities in China. 
At the Beijing Broadcasting In- 
stitute, 2002 was the year for 
students in Wang’s grade to take 
an internship. He is using the 
time to establish the company 
in Beijing. “I learn what I need 
at school,” he said, “And besides, 
I’ve worked at the Jinzhou TV 
station, so don’t have to take an 
internship again.” 

For him, the locksmith com- 
pany is not only a business to 
develop, it is also a family tie. 

Wang and his father had con- 
sidered setting up a branch in 
Beijing in 2000, but decided the 
administration of private busi- 
ness was too strict. “But now I 
don’t think so,” he says, proud- 
ly pointing to the qualification 
certificate issued by the Beijing 
Industrial and Commercial Bu- 
reau on April 26 this year. 

The market is broader in 
Beijing, and the management is 
harder in such a big city. Now 
Wang has around 20 employ- 
ees, all neighbors or relatives of 
his family. Each one has a fin- 
gerprint file, and they are not 
allowed to take their tools out 
after 10:00 pm if it is not for 
business. “Since the skill of a 
locksmith is a special technique 
concerning security, we keep our 
company as a family one,” said 
Wang. Although people often 
call him seeking to learn the 
skill, he never agrees. 

Dangers and problems 
follow the career 

Thieves and other criminals 
often seek to take advantage of 
locksmiths. Wang and his col- 
leagues try their best to guard 
against such exploitation. Every 


client must show his or her rele- 
vant papers. When the locksmith 
is working, clients must stay at 
least three meters away. 

Wang tells the story of how 
one day, a young man who called 
himself a student asked the 
locksmith to open the lock for 
his bicycle. Wang felt he did not 
look like a student, and asked 
him to show his student iden- 
tity card. The man said he had 
left it at home. Wang then asked 
for his telephone number, but 
when he tried it, it was a wrong 
number. “Why do you care so 
much? Do it, and I’ll pay you!” 
the young man said. Wang re- 
fused, and the would-be client 
left, shouting abuse. 

Around ten that night, a brick 
struck the window of his living 
room, followed by a second one, 
which shattered it. Wang and 
some friends rushed outside, but 
were unable to catch the cul- 
prit, who Wang recognized as 
the “student,” from earlier in 
the day. 

At the end of last year, Wang 
says he saw an exhibition about 
heroic deeds carried out by po- 
licemen in Shanghai. The ex- 
hibition included a photo of a 
young policeman, about his age. 
The policeman had tried to en- 
ter a crime scene. Unable to 
open the door, he attempted to 
climb into the apartment via 
the balcony, but fell and was 
killed. Wang says after seeing 
that, he felt professional lock- 
smiths should cooperate with 
the police, as they could help re- 
duce such risks. 

Last year, his cousin helped 
police to open a window lock at 
a crime scene. As he was work- 
ing, he dropped one of his tools, 
and bent to pick it up. Just at 
that moment, there was a gun- 
shot, and a bullet came through 
the window. “You can help the 
police,” Wang told his cousin, 
“But never go to such danger- 
ous cases again!” 

Wang says he is not afraid 
of competition, but he does not 
want to be beaten unfairly. The 
locksmith business in Beijing is 
not well regulated, and many 
people take advantage of the 
lack of guidelines. “There is one 
local company that teaches any- 
one willing to pay for how to 
open a lock,” says Wang. 

Wang and his colleagues 
study all the latest high-tech 
locks, especially code decipher- 
ing techniques. The first time 
his company tried to open a 
jammed ATM machine for the 
China Industrial Commercial 
Bank, it took three days, but the 
second time, it only took one. 

With the year flying past, 
Wang worries he will not be able 
to stay in the office all the time 
when classes begin again. He is 
also worried that more and more 
of his schoolmates and teachers 
will know about his business, 
and complain that he does not 
concentrate enough on study. 

“People need to understand 
this career is far more than be- 
ing a street peddler,” he says. 
When Wang Chi helps others to 
open locks, he is also unlocking 
a door on the continuing road of 
his life. 


We are inviting contribu- 
tions for FACE. If you have a 
story you think we could use, 
please send us an outline. 

Our E-mail Address: 
Portrait@ynet.com 
Our Fax Number: 

(010) 65902525 
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By Zhu Lin 


I might be the only 
graduate student 
among the lock- 
smiths in Beijing,” 
laughs Wang Chi, 
“And among the graduates, I 
might be the only one involved in 
the locksmith business.” Wang, a 
graduate student of the Beijing 
Broadcasting Institute, is the 
manager of Wangshi Locksmith 
Company. 

Thirty-year-old Wang Chi 
comes from Heilongjiang Prov- 
ince and is a former TV reporter 
at Jinzhou Station, in the west 
of Liaoning Province. His Wang- 
shi Locksmith Company is the 
only locksmith company regis- 
tered with the Beijing Industri- 
al and Commercial Bureau. 

At present, the company is 
based temporarily in the base- 
ment of Xingye Hostel, where 
construction work is underway. 
The noise rarely lets up, and nei- 
ther does the telephone, which 
rang more than 30 times during 
Wang’s two-hour interview with 
Beijing Today. 




10 


JUNE 14, 2002 




LEGACY 


E-mail: zhangxiaoxia@ynet.com 


3E1IING TODAY 


EDITOR: ZHANG XIAOXIA DESIGNER: LI SHI 


1 


Tracing the 
Glory of a Lost 
Nationality 

Antiques unearthed in Inner Mongolia unveiled to public 


By Miao Yajie 

H uge frescos depicting 
life over a thousand 
years ago, a repro- 
duction of a wooden 
tomb, and scores of 
elaborate gold, silver, jade, lacquer 
and porcelain ware unearthed in 
Inner Mongolia are on show to the 
public for the first time at the 
National Museum of Chinese His- 
tory. Standing before these exqui- 
site objects of a millennium ago, 
the green carpet seems to turn to 
a land of grass, and the hearty 
laughter of the nomads seems to 
echo through the exhibition hall. 

A lost nationality 

The Kingdom of Liao 
(916-1125) was established by 
the nomadic minority Qidan in 
north China. In the year 916, 
Yelv Abaoji established a unified 
country called Da Qidan. In 947 
the name of the kingdom was 
changed to Liao. 

From the time of Emperor 
Taizong’s reign, beginning in 927, 
Liao swallowed several neighbor- 


ing states. In 1004, during the 
reign of Emperor Shenzong, the 
Liao army, headed by the emperor 
and his mother Emperor Dowager 
Xiao, arrived atTanzhou (now Puy- 
ang, Henan), threatening the Song 
capital, Kaifeng. The Song emper- 
or was obliged to sign a peace trea- 
ty with Liao. 

The power of Liao was then at 
its peak. The vast territory of the 
northern part of China was for 
the first time unified under one 
regime. In just 200 years, Liao 
had created a magnificent and 
profound culture, equal to that 
which existed in central China. 

The later Mongolian rulers ap- 
praised the Liao laws and insti- 
tutions as “grand.” In Russian, 
China was called “Qidan,” an in- 
dication of the deep impact Qidan 
culture had on the western coun- 
tries. 

When Liao was subjugated by 
the Jin in 1125, the state had ex- 
isted for 209 years, ruled by nine 
emperors. After the Yuan Dynasty 
(1279-1368), historical records of 
the nomadic Qidan nationality dis- 


appeared without a trace. 

Unique imperial burial cus- 
toms 

The exhibits on show at the mu- 
seum are from archaeological dis- 
coveries made since the founding 
of New China, specifically, between 
1954 and 2000. Relics from the 
tomb of the princess of the State of 
Chen and her husband, excavated 
at Naiman Banner, Inner Mongo- 
lia in 1986; from Yelv Yuzhi’s Tomb 
unearthed at Alukorqin Banner in 
1992; and those recovered during 
the renovation of the Sakyamuni 
Sarira Stupa at Balin Right Ban- 
ner during 1988-92, are of the high- 
est archaeological, cultural, and 
artistic value. 

The princess and her hus- 
band’s tomb is the only known 
Qidan imperial tomb to have been 
preserved virtually intact, and 
contained abundant relics. 

The numerous burial objects 
found in the tomb are mostly made 
of precious materials with rare ar- 
tistic value. Especially the two sets 
of burial costumes of the princess 


and her husband. It is the first 
time the unique burial custom of 
the Qidan royal family has been 
disclosed to the world. 

The two were buried in 1018, 
during the reign of Emperor Shen- 
zong, when the Liao political, 
economic and cultural life was en- 
tering an era of prosperity and 
strength. 

Found in the tomb were gold 
masks, silver pillows with gold flo- 
ral decorations, silver thread wo- 
ven costumes, silver boots with 
gold floral decorations, an amber 
necklace, a gilt silver crown, and 
various ornaments made of gold, 
silver, jade, pearl, agate, and am- 
ber. The treasure is an important 
resource for research on the Qidan 
society. 

Others antiques such as the 
porcelain and gold and silver 
ware found in Yelv Yuzhi’s tomb 
embodied either the typical no- 
madic characteristics, the impact 
of the exotic culture, or the inte- 
gration of Tang Dynasty culture 
and the Liao culture. The over 
100 miniature stupas with Bud- 
dhist scriptures inside found dur- 
ing the renovation project was 
also of great research value. 

Re-discovering the national- 
ity on horseback 

Since later dynasties kept only 
a few inaccurate records on the 
Liao kingdom, many people know 
of the nomadic nationality only 
from the popular story The Yang 
Family Generals (Yang Jia Jiang) 
describing a loyal and righteous 
family of the Song Dynasty, who 
fought many times with the Liao 
invaders. 

After establishing their coun- 
try, the Qidan rulers set about 
creating a written language of 
their own, known as “big letter 
and small character of Qidan” (M 
TF^t'k^), which was used along- 
side Chinese. Today, however, 
scholars can only decipher part of 
the small characters. Thus much 
of the available sources to un- 
derstanding Qidan culture can- 
not be read. 

The common misunderstanding 
about the Qidan people is that 
they only knew pasture and hunt- 
ing. After one-year’s preparation 
for a special exhibition at the his- 
tory museum, organizers say that 
the 204 exhibits will provide an in- 
valuable supplement and correct 
many misunderstandings about 
the nationality on horseback that 
was so courageous and skilful in 
battle, yet created a highly devel- 
oped culture. 

The exhibition not only tells 
the story of a lost nationality, but 
shows an important part of the 
history of China. 

When: till October 10 

Where: National Museum of Chi- 
nese History (west side of Tian’anmen 
Square) 


Beijing Planned 
According to 
the Five Elements 


By Wang Yuan/ Miao Yajie 

T he old theory that Beijing was built according to 
a five-directional plan has recently been demon- 
strated to be true. This represents an important 
achievement in folk culture research. 

The five-directional theory derives from a geographi- 
cal concept held by the ancient Chinese. Namely, heaven 
is round and the earth is square, and the earth has five 
directions — east, west, south, north, and center. The 
five directions each have a corresponding element: metal 
goes with west, wood with east, water with north, fire 
with south and earth with the center, following the or- 
der of the five heavenly stems, and so protecting the city 
from the five directions. 

The five-direction theory can be traced back to the be- 
ginning of the Ming Dynasty (1368-1644). 

Li Jianping, general secretary of the Research Insti- 
tute of the History of Beijing, says the construction of 
Beijing complied with the five-direction theory. As long 
as the common people believed in the theory, the rulers 
of the dynasties used it as proof of their divinely con- 
ferred power by pointing out relevant objects. They used 
geomancy (feng shui) in the same way. 

There were a number of different versions of the five- 
direction theory, but from the reign of Emperor Qianlong 
of the Qing Dynasty (1736-1795), one version came to 
be widely accepted. Stories related to this were mostly 
passed down orally, and some have long been forgotten. 
After examining the historical records and conducting 
field research, scholars have determined the following 
results. 

East and wood ) , corresponds with a di- 

vine section of nanmu wood that was kept in the imperi- 
al lumber yard. After the Forbidden City was completed 
in 1420, it was left as the “guard” of the east. Today, a 
stone tablet bearing an inscription praising the divine 
wood by Emperor Qianlong still stands at Number Six 
Beijing Piano Factory, Humuchang, on the East Third 
Ring Road. 

West and metal corresponds with the 

Yongle bell, at Dazhongsi (the Big Bell Temple). The 
casting of the bell was one of the major events after the 
Ming Dynasty moved its capital from Nanjing to Beijing 
in 1421. The bell, a key symbol of imperial power, has 
been moved several times, but it was always located in 
the west of Beijing. 

South and fire (iljyy corresponds with Haotian 

pagoda, located in the south of Beijing. The red color of 
the earth and stone of this area was symbolic of fire. 

North and water (db^y Jr^zK) corresponds with Kun- 
ming Lake in the Summer Place. Kunming Lake was an 
important water resource in the imperial garden, and 
a water supply for im- 
perial use. 

Center and earth 
( + ^:AcLjL) corre- 
sponds with Jing- 
shan, or Coal Hill, 
behind the Forbidden 
City. Jingshan, an ar- 
tificial hill, was built 
during the Ming Dy- 
nasty as a “guard” 
for the Imperial Pal- 
ace. It was made from 
the earth excavated 
for the moat around 
the palace and Nan- 
hai (the lake to the 
south of Beihai). Jing- 
shan was the center 
of Beijing. Jingshan, Coal Hill, the center 

of Beijing. 
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TEL: 68997124 68311626 
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pick up your Walnuts on the Xiangshuihu Great Wall 

Great Wall, Ancient Mountain, Cleat Spring, Flying Waterfall, 
join us to the Xiangshuihu Great Wall, you will see all the above scenery. 
Xiangshuihu locates at the west part of Mutianyu Huairou. Besides the 
lots interesting place, it also has a folurish orchard with apple, date, pear, 
walnut, chestnut, grape, edible wild herbs. 

From August 25 to October, Xiangshuihu will have a special activity 
"Visit Great Wall, pick Up Fruits". 

Call now: 010-61631085 61632539 61631588 
Take bus: No.916at DongZhimen 
Web site: www.Xiangshuihu.com 



The Friendship Hotel Recreation Center 

The outdoor swimming pool of the Friendship Hotel is one of the 
highest standard swimming pools of Beijing. The swimming pool 
is equipped with 7-meter diving platforms and delicate diving bo- 
ards. The strict sterilization measures and the circulation system 
ensure the water is always clean. Morning opening 6: 30-8: 30 
RMB30/day, RMB400/month, and RMB 1000/quarter. 

Tel: 68499696 

14^^:6:00 - 8:30, 
30 te/^,400 tu/^,1000 te/?J!o 
#68499696 



The Other Side (Bi'an) Diving Club 

The club provides the sports fans with professional service besides fun and coolness in the hot summer. Ad- 
opting sophisticated foreign training textbooks and equipment, the club provides professional training such 
as the swimming and diving courses and organizes diving tours home and abroad. With the inter- 
nationally accepted training method, it takes the trainee only 20 hours to get the CMAS diving certificate 
which is acknowledged all over the world. The trainees have free and flexible choice as to the training time. 
The swimming course consists of elementary level, improving level, advanced level, honored guest class and 
the class paid by the hour. Swimming and diving summer camp 0 Sign up now! 

Time for the opening of the courses: the early April. The trainee can begin the course on signing up at any time. The 
summer courses begin on 1 June. Course time: 9:00 - 20:00, 7 days a week.Time for signing up: 9:00 - 21:00, 7 days a 
week.Place for signing up: The Professional Club of the Friendship Hotel (No. 3, Baishiqiao Road, Haidian District. 200 
meters south of Renmin University.) 

Tel: 68713790 68713791 68498613 Telex: 68713790 

Take buses no. 320, 804, 302 or Yuntong buses no. 104, 105, 205, 106 and get off at Shuang'an Shangchang stop. Or 
take b us no. 81 1 or Te 6 and get off at Ren ming Daxue stop. 
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Symbol of China 2002218 

ZheYa’s 

Portrait 

Born in December 1968, 
Shanxi Province. 

Grew up in Inner Mongolia. 



Symbol of China 2001329 


Symbolic 
Language of 
China 

A New Path for Traditional Art 


Worked as a shepherd, a 
teacher, and held various part- 
time jobs. 

Dreamed of becoming a 
writer in childhood; discov- 
ered a crush on painting by 
chance. 

Reluctant to be a mediocre 
artist; unwilling to follow suit. 

Swam upstream in the tide 
of art. 

After hard research and ex- 
ploration in the field of tradition- 
al culture and art, established 
own language system on the 
base of traditional art. 
Transformed the essence 
of Chinese painting into a 
form of symbols, 

The Symbol of China is 
the fruit of the past 17 
years. 


By Zhao Pu 

Z he Ya unveiled his adven- 
turous attempt to create 
a new formal language of 
painting, as a carrier of tra- 
ditional Chinese culture, in 
his just concluded exhibition Symbol 
of China. 

The young artist presented 17 
paintings at his solo show at the 
New Millennium Art Gallery. The 
paintings show a distinctive but har- 
monious style, utilizing traditional 
Chinese ink painting on Xuan paper. 
The predominant color is black, with 
conspicuous touches of red in each 
piece. While the scenes are abstract 
symbols and forms rather than the 
usual scenery and figures of tradi- 
tional Chinese ink painting, the spirit 
and thought both carried and in- 
spired by the paintings are generat- 
ed from the same culture as the ink 
and paper. 

“The paintings in Zhe Ya’s Symbol 
of China derive from Chinese culture, 
and at the same time, surpass its tra- 
dition. He has found a unique lan- 
guage form in art that separates him 


from most other contemporary art- 
ists,” commented Chen Zhang, direc- 
tor of Fang Guang Culture and Art 
Development, the organizer of the ex- 
hibition. 

Zhe says his attempt to create 
a new path in his art originated 
from his cultural ideal. “Traditional 
Chinese art and culture have been 
squeezed by western art in the past 
century,” says Zhe. “It took me a rath- 
er long time to figure out the reason. 
That is to some extent, the ‘language’ 
of Chinese art is too particular in 
comparison with western art, that’s 
why it couldn’t be fully appreciated 
by westerners so far.” He thus started 
exploration for a language form that 
is rooted in traditional Chinese cul- 
ture and can be understood univer- 
sally. 

Zhe has been practicing oil paint- 
ing for 14 years. In 1999, the time 
he found the answer to his “cultural 
ideal”, Zhe dropped his paints and 
picked up ink. He says when he com- 
pleted the first work of his Symbol of 
China series, he felt he had happened 
upon a treasure trove. During the day 


he put down his inspirations in paint- 
ings, piece by piece; at night he read 
books on Chinese classical philoso- 
phy and literature, producing sever- 
al hundred works in the past three 
years. 

Zhe’s works bear traces of Dao- 
ism. He attempts to express the spirit 
of purification and regression in his 
paintings. According to Chen Zhang, 
“With Chinese painting materials, 
and through a few simple lines and 
lumps in black and red, the artist cre- 
ates an abstract poetic visual space of 
purification.” 

There is a little splash of red 
in every work in the Symbol of 
China show. “It’s a kind of warn- 
ing and reminder, I wish to in- 
spire viewer’s thinking by using 
a single red line or lump in my 
painting,” says Zhe. None of the 
paintings are titled; each one is 
simply marked Symbol of China 
and dated. “I don’t want to limit 
viewer’s imagination by titling 
my paintings. Abstract art should 
leave more space for people to 
imagine freely.” 


First Cartoon 
Festival for 
Local Colleges 

By Zhang Huan 

T he Animation School of the 
Beijing Film Academy held the 
first College Animated Cartoons 
and Comics Festival last month, involv- 
ing more than 30 college comic clubs. 
But for Sun Lijun, vice president of the 
Animation School, the event was primar- 
ily a preparation for next year’s festival. 

This year’s festival is aimed at rais- 
ing the standard of the creation of 
animated cartoons and comics, and pro- 
viding an opportunity for comic lovers 
to exchange ideas. Over 700 comics and 
dozens of animated cartoons from col- 
lege students were exhibited at the fes- 
tival. The student creations, of varying 
standards, suggest a trend toward inter- 
nationalization, though Sun says there 
are no mature works among them. 

“The first festival is an experiment. 
We are trying to find a way to indus- 
trialize the creation of animated car- 
toons and comics. Next year, we will 
have a large-scale festival involving a 
thousand colleges and including a wider 
variety of activities. Our hope is it will 
become a brand for college students, 
like the China Film Festival,” he said. 

Sun also disclosed that the Youth 
Film Studio, an independent studio set 
up by the academy, was working on 
an animated film Zhang Ga, the Young 
Soldier adapted from the popular chil- 
dren’s film of the same name. Sun is 
the director of the movie, which repre- 
sents another attempt to open up the 
market for Chinese animated films. 
Zhang Ga, the Young Soldier boasts 
the largest production crew in Chinese 
animation history, and bears a fresh 
and realistic style, according to Sun. 
He believes that through the studio’s 
efforts, the film will attract not only 
children, but also their parents and 
grandparents to come to the cinema. 



Zhang Ga, the Young Soldier boasts the 
largest production crew in Chinese ani- 
mation history. 
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Wish we were honest and faithful. Meiao man seeking for greater perfection gives you delightfully fresh 
living space. 

Professional import facilities with excellent kit, high quality service staffs with high level and 
standardization. 

House keeping: 

Cleaning defecating sterilzing for new residence. 

Floor maintaining, face-lifting polishing in kitchen and toilet. 

Commercial preserves: 

Serrice for offices, hotels, business buildings, hospitals communities, super markets, etc. 

Carpet cleaning: 

Cleaning and mainteance for all kinds of carpet. 


ttkilt: dt£7fr£tS!t[EWP$|H|45^ Etig: 84010926 84018543 100010 
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he 








said, 

“I think 
the fact 
that the movie 
was punctuated by 
the event emphasized 
that spirit again and was 
simply a stronger statement.” 
Spiderman, which cost over $100 
million and took two years to complete, 
has already grossed $300 million in the US. 
Some local media says its success has a lot to 
do with American people’s longing for a “super- 
hero” in the wake of September 11. 

On such talks, Dykstra said, “To me, the center 
of a superhero is his capability of healing. He doesn’t 
take risks for risks’ sake, or for proving a point. He 
takes risks because he knows he must try. Even if he 
Mis, he can heal and try again.” 

That is 


the idea behind the charac- ' 
ter of Peter Parker, who as a high school 
student is bitten by a genetically altered spider, leading 
to his transformation into Spiderman. “He doesn’t know 
who he is, but he feels his responsibility is to do the right 
thing. I think that’s about goodness. So maybe people ex- 
pect goodness,” said Dykstra, “In that way, I support the 
idea that there is a superhero.” 

In the movie, Peter Parker has to learn how to become 
Spiderman, and he makes some mistakes along the way. 
“We, the filmmakers were very much like Spiderman. We 
learned over the course of the project, and the learning ex- 
perience was as much of an enjoyment as the final product, 
as far as we were concerned,” said Dykstra. 

Born in 1942, John Dykstra has worked on such mile- 
stone movies as Star Wars TV, Stewart Little and Bat- 
jnan. He is currently preparing to shoot the j 
Spiderman sequel. 


“Only the 
Dead Can 
Speak Out 
What the 
Living Want 
to Say!” 


By Ye He 

The Suicide is perhaps an un- 
usual choice for a graduation per- 
formance. The play, a biting satire 
by Russian playwright Nikolai Erd- 
man, is being staged from June 5 
to 16 by students from the Central 
Academy of Drama. 

Director Wang Xiaofan said the 
sensitivity the work shows was the 
main reason for him to choose it. 
“Even before Stalin’s purges from 
1936 to 1938, the writer had al- 
ready sensed the contradiction 
between the collective and the in- 
dividual in the 1920s,” he said. 

The hero decides that he 
wants to commit suicide, and 
word of his decision spreads 
among his neighbors. A steady 
stream of people come to per- 
suade him that he should die 
in the name of their particular 
pet cause, however, the more 



Photo by Zhang Hong 


they push him, the more he senses 
the pleasure of living. 

Written in 1928, the play was 
banned for “slandering the Soviet re- 
ality,” and remained blacklisted until 
1987, when Gorbachev’s perestroika 
finally allowed theatres to pull it out 
of the archives. Since then, it has be- 
come the fourth most performed play 
in Russia. As one of the play’s charac- 
ters states, “Only the dead can speak 
out what the living want to say from 
heart.” 

Since last year, there have been 
an increasing number of full-length 
dramas performed on Beijing’s stag- 
es, such as Death and Maiden and 
The Crucible. “I don’t think it’s very 
hard to keep such works on Beijing’s 
stages,” said Wang, “there must be 
several directors who feel a necessity 
to do this.” 

When: June 5 to June 16, 7:30 p.m. 

Where: China Youth Art Theatre 


French Soprano and Pianist 
Together in Beijing 



By Ye He 

French soprano Marie Devellereau 
will perform at the Forbidden City Con- 
cert Hall with the pianist Philippe Cas- 
sard on June 18. 

One of the most active French sopra- 
nos today, Devellereau was born in 1971. 
Her performance at the National Opera 
of Paris conducted by Seiji Ozawa in 
2000 brought her instant acclaim. Her 
program in Beijing includes arias by Bi- 
zet, Faure, Lalo, Franck and Widor. 

French pianist Philippe Cassard has 
an “exceptional ear for color and nuance,” 
according to the Ottawa Citizen. He is 
described as one of the leading interpret- 
ers of Debussy. At the concert, he will 
play pieces by Lizst, and Rachmaninov. 



Marie Devellereau 
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Real Estate Edition in English of Beijing Youth Daily, which 
is pressed every Friday is a new ad versing special one for the 
realesiate and relative industries. The English Edition is del- 
ve red whit the newspaper so the media advantage is very ob- 
vious. Real Estate Edition in English of Beijing Youth Daily, 
aiming at the adver User's requests for the more pertinence, let 
the pol icy-makcrs read the relative content directly and try to 
reach the most advertisement effectiveness 

HOT TEL: 139 104 19797 84014823 


WARWICK INTERNATIONAL 
APARTMENTS 

Were we do our job. . .So you can do yours. 

Special recommended villa at Lido are 
$6000/29spm/3br/fully furnished 

TEL:(01 0)67151 1 66 ext.3005/3006 



iWD (Hotels Investments) Limited 

Beijing Kiu Lok Property Management Services Co Ltd 

Member of the Hong Kong Listed New World Group invites 
high-calibre applications for the post of Leasing Executives: 
Applications must possess: 

-University degree 

- presentable appearance 

- excellent inter-personal and negotiation skill 

- outgoing and aggressive personality 

- fluency of spoken English and Putonghua 

- sound sales / marketing experience and record 

- corporate client connections a definite advantage 

We offer attractive basic salary, commission and excellent ca- 
reer prospect. Please send both English and Chinese resume: 
( wiyh employment history, academic qualification, present: 
and expected salary) together with a recent photo to The Sales: 


CHINA LIFE TOWER 

IIMML : 

Enquiry hotline: j 

65886868 

Developer: 

Beijing Zhong Baa J 
xin Real Estate 
deveiop-ment Ltd 

Designer: 

RTKL Company 



Dart Foreign Affaires 
Management Office 

*Yord architecture whih European style 
* sufficient parking space, convenient traffic, complete facilities 
and offering service around the day 
**Dart Commkerce Office 
l.it is located between CBD center and Guomao 
2 .favourable price : RMB 3 -4yuan/ squaremeter/ day 
3.teiephone number:65032597 or 64951817 
**Dart Commkerce Garden 

1 .it is located in the New Olympic sphere and it is betwee foreign ac- 
count office and the Chinese-Japannese Hospital 

2. favourable price:RMB 2.8-3.5yuan/squaremeter/day 

3. telephone number:65032097 or 65032598 

My compay also has open separate foreign of-fice building with 
15000 square meter to be sold(Including property right). It is located 
in north-eastern comer of SiyuanBridge. 

LONGTAN APARTMENTS 
from$500/month. 34-110 sq.m 
(studio, 1 -2bedrooms) 

. Fully furnished with satellite 
TV,IDDappliances. 

24hour hot water, security, 
plentiful parking 
. near the Temple of Heaven, 
Chongwen District 

call now for more details. 
67115358 67128749 


SCITECH HOTEL 

BUSINESS FLOOR ON LINE 

Business Floor Standard Room: USD98+15%SC 
Business Floor Suite: USD138+15%SC 

Business Floor Duplex Suite: USD300+15%SC 

Express check in &check out Free use 3DDS Internet Lines 

One free buffet in CoffeeShop per day Dailynewspaper&Magazine Free use 
swimming pool, GYM and sauna Free income faxes 

Daily happy hours:(17:30-18:30) Welcome amenities on arrival 

One piece free pressing per day 

ADD:No.22Jianguomen wai Avenue, 
Beijing 10004P.R.China 
Tel: 8610-65123388 

Fax: 8610-65123542 
E-mail:sthotel@w.com.cn 

City Plaza(Phasel)And 
Palace International 

Address: 3 A, Shi Lipu,Chaoyang District, Beijing, China 
Transportation: convenientlyclosetoChaoyangRoad, J ingtong 

Express Way,and Ciyunsi Bridge of the 4th Ring Road 
Services :Receptionist(Lobby), Tickets, Room Service, HomeMaid. 

Room Cleaning, Home Appliance Repairs,and Flowers. 

Rental Returns: usD9oo.oo-22ooper month 

Current Occupation Rate: offices: ioo%:Department 95.7% 

Business Tax: 0.4% 

Management Fees: PalaceIntemational:RMB800 per square me- 
ter per month for Cleaning, Security(in-door and out-door) Vegetation, Eleva- 
tors, Elevators, Minor Repairs, Room. 

HOT TEL65561798 





OToSouth of LanDao building,it'snew 
building 

<>Area:3500m2-4000m2,430spm/per 
floor 

OThis building is available to Bank, Nego- 
tiable Securities,Business Center, res- 
taurant etc. 

O 24hours security & hot water 

Tel: 65958081 65958060 

Mobil: 13701350511 

13910890956 

Add:No.38 Chao Wai avenue 
Chao Yang district Beijing 

Sunflower Tower 

Investors: Philipp Holzmann Anlagen Gmbh 
location: No.37,Maizidian Street, Chaoyang District, Beijing Next] 
to the LiangMa Hotel.Located atthe East3rdRing Road 
Area: 817square meters(based on architectural area)on24th Floor 
ASkiny rent: USD28/month/sqm(gross including management) 
Communication: supplied nodes IDD lines and 4MB of Capacity 
ISDN is availabie 

Elevator: 10KONE elevators HVAC System:Four-pipe system 
Amenities: Busines center, Exhibition facilities, Retail space 
Existing Tenants: Walt Disney, BASY,KONE,E-turtle Nex 

work 

Tel:85275696-608 
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BEIJING AMBASSADOR MANSION 

Ambassabdor Mansion 
Good News! 

Newly decored apartments and offices 
Apartment styles Available! 

Range from 1 bedroom to 4 bedroom 
USDIOOO/month up 
Office Styles 

Nex area from 20m2-1600m2 

Ambassador Mansion 

is an excellent choice for your business 

or life For more information 

Call us at 010-64384093 
or fax on 010-64380148 

fctit , 

64055786 


this newspaper's perennial legal adviser :Beijing jingtai law office 

undertaking mostly: 

1 ,real estate business that buy, rent and manage kinds of licences in Beijing; 

2, foreign cases , maritime , finance , bond , important and difficult affairs; 

3 , debt, economy contract, foreign marriage cases, criminal defense; 

4, notarizations; 

5, holding perennial legal advisers for foreign enterprises, providing legal assistance; 

6, providing law, regulations and contract versions in any languageSo 

TEL:86- 10-8352 12 18 FAX:86-10-83525557 

http://www.venus-law.com e-mail:jt@venus-law.com 
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By Lydia 
Possibly the 
smallest and most heavily 
decorated bar in the Sanlitun area opened 
on May 29 with a big hanging over its door. 

The owner, Mai Zi a published poet 

and writer, painter, performance artist, mu- 
sician and songwriter, has tried to cram as 

| "'uch art as possible into the 
ten-square meter joint. 

Several of Mai Zi’s 
paintings, some worth 
$1,000-5,000, adorn the 
walls and candles in all 
shapes, sizes, colors and 
aromas priced at 2-50 yuan 
ring the wall. The bar’s ceil- 
ing, walls, tables, chairs and 
facade are all painted in 
rich colors. “I speak through 
them to the public, from my 
deep soul,” said Mai Zi. 

Each week, he shows two 
or three documentaries on 
contemporary Chinese or 
foreign performance artists 
on a big screen. Mai Zi also 
runs his own 45-minute film, 

“After the World”, which he 
both directed and acted in 
■ the lead role. 

r Chris Laidlaw, a 19-year- 

old American and an ac- 
quaintance of Mai Zi’s, said, 

“I came by one day and saw 
Mai Zi painting the outside of 
the bar. He’s a very gifted and 
kind guy.” Laidlaw and his indie 
rock band, Samurai-X, will put on week- 
ly shows at the bar. 

Add: 1 Bar, opposite Sushi-Ya, Sanlitun South Bar 
Street, Chaoyang District. Price: 8 yuan / 1 bottle of Ts- 
ingdao, mixed drinks 15-25 yuan. Open: 3pm-midnight. 
Tel: 6595-6650. 


r^TiJBffe ® AD.PLACE.TEL: (86)010-88552079/80 13601226884 

AD.E-mail:premedia@263.net 


E-mail: jianrong@ynet.com 


EDITORJIAN RONG DESIGNER: PANG LEI 


One Bor Stands Out 


By Lydia 

S everal young people, 
including an artist, a 
singer, an actor and an 
IT worker, opened this new 
addition to Sanlitun South 
Bar Street on May 26. The 
bar’s name, Born in 70’s, says 
more about its clientele than 
its decor or music. 

The impressive logo on the 
bar’s wooden gate leads into 
a small courtyard, then to a 
large bar area with white bub- 
ble lamps, black-and-white old 
photos on the walls, a pool ta- 
ble in the back, and artwork 
collected by the owners when 
travelling abroad. 

Regarding the name of the 
bar, co-owner Tang Zhigang 
said, “First, my friends and I 
were all bom in the 1970’s. 
Second, the conditions of life 
for this generation are unprec- 
edented. We’d like to provide a 
place for them to get together.” 
Most children of the 1970’s 


were born at the end of or 
after the Cultural Revolution 
and spent their childhood in 
the factories in which their 
parents worked. Their parents 
lost their youth to the revo- 
lution, and turned around to 
have very high expectations 
of their children. 

“When these kind of peo- 
ple get together, share the joys 
and sorrows of life and sympa- 
thize with each other, we feel 
happy and successful. This is 
their home,” said Tang. 

The bar also welcomes for- 
eigners interested in Chinese 
culture, especially other prod- 
ucts of the 70’s and anyone 
looking for a quiet place to 
have a drink and chat. 

Add: Born in 70’s, between 
Huxley’s and Azucar, Sanlitun 
South Bar Street, Chaoyang 
District. Price: Tsingdao beer 
10 yuan, other beers 15-25 
yuan. Open: daily, 6pm-mid- 
night. Tel: 6500-1250. 


Photos by Li Shuzhuan 


TWENTY SAME THINGS 
HAVE NEW HANGOUT 


Riding the Freedom Horse 


By Miao Yajie 

L iu Hongying says she 
opened her store as a means 
of pinning ideas culled from 
years of adventures in one place 
and conveying them to all sorts of 
other people. Born in the year of 
horse, Hongying designed her first 
canvas bag under the brand name 
“Freedom Horse” in 1995 because 
she couldn’t find a bag she really 
wanted to carry on her travels. 

Today, the days of doing every- 
thing herself are just a memory. 
The Freedom Horse range of prod- 
ucts has expanded to cover home 
decorations in cloth, glass and por- 
celain and caps and leisure wear 
made from natural fabrics such as 
cotton and linen. 

An introduction to her flagship 
store next to the Shuang-an Shop- 
ping Center, run in the May issue of 
the literature magazine Book City, 
said that the red Freedom Horse 
logo has clearly found a place in the 
market since another branch has 
opened just a three minute walk 
away near Renmin University 
The newly-opened fourth Free 
Horse store at Gongzhufen was de- 
signed by the artist Ai Weiwei. Liu 
said she learned a lot from his de- 
sign, in terms of how to fully utilize 
space, what materials best suit her 
brand’s style, and how details can 
make a store more comfortable. 

Liu’s travels are a clear source 
of inspiration, evident, for exam- 
ple, in her choice of colors. After 
gazing at the alpine lakes of Tibet, 


Photo hy Miao Yajie 

she came to love bright blue, which 
crops up frequently in her prod- 
ucts. A trip to India left her with 
great affection for pure, bright yel- 
low. She said, “I don’t have a fa- 
vorite color anymore, every color is 
beautiful and harmony is the key. 
If a dress’ colors match harmoni- 
ously, it will look great.” 

After a nearly one-month trip 
to India during this Spring Festi- 
val, colorful hand-made covers for 
beds, sofas and cushions appeared 
in Liu’s stores. “It’s not easy to do 
business in India,” she said, sitting 
on an Indian sofa sheet, “But I love 
these hand-made fabrics so much, 
I bought samples for myself and 
also to sell.” 

Free Horse Flagship Store 
Add: IF, 48 Beisanhuan Xilu, 
west of Shuang’an Shopping Cen- 
ter. Open: 9:30am-9:30pm. Tel: 
6216-1586. 

Free Horse Gongzhufen Store 
Add: 24 \ west building, 19 Xisan- 
huan Zhonglu, Haidian District. 
Open: 9am-9pm. Tel: 6398-7623. 


BUSINESS AGENT 


JtSrS BSfM 

BEIJING TRADEMARK AGENCY 


TEL: 68083066 68081369 
FAX: 68081370 

m±: n 2 ■ 

16th Floor Yue tan Tower 
No.2 Yue Tan North Street 
Xicheng District Beijing 


BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES 


Huiyuan Apartments 

ready to rent 

With high, medium and economy 
standard. 

Broadband multi-media e-com- 
merce net service in each flat. 
Welcome your visit. 
Tel:64923528/64923529 
64992660/64910545 


Personal Information 


A man of 42, with 19 years 
working experiences in trade compan- 
ies in Hong Kong and Europe, fluent 
English and Cantonese, good com- 
puter skill, is now applying for jobs as 
Senior Business Manager and etc. 
Tel:67685016 


mMm 


Possess of certain marketing resourse, plan to invest exhibition, design & 
produce. Now looking for foreign capital to joint venture and cooperation. 
Aim 

♦Introducing advantage experiences and technologies from design 
and produce of overseas exhibitions. 

♦ Introducing trademark, administration and marketing promotion 
from overseas exhibitions vocation. 

♦ Introducing certain quantity capital to enlarge scale. 

Welcome to connect to us. 


Tel: 13701378266 


BEIJING CONSULTING SERVICE CENTER FOR INDUSTRIAL AND COMMERCIAL AFFAIRS 


mvmmm&gro 

The center handles applications for enterprise 
and foreign enterprise permanent office in Beijing registration. 

unlit: ii*itni6LX=mn 1 7 107-109 m 

RM107-109, N0.7,XIYUAN HOTEL, NO. 1,SANLIHELU, HAIDIAN, BEIJING. 
68313388 $157107-57109 88371521 ffK:68342761 


pi BeiJing PRE-MEDIA Advertising Company 

RE-NEDIA 

A well-known professioned company 

We provide following services: 

★Market strategy, promotion and design, Boutique agency 
★Advertisement Managencent of plane Media, TV advertisement 
1 ★ Buying Representative 

\ Quality service obtain honour welcome to consultation 

TEL:88552081 
j FAX:88552079 

| MOBILE: 13601226884 

1 E-mail: pieere@sina.com 
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it'll 


♦ Get information of Can- 
ada university at present 
♦Recommend eight 
university in Canada 
Hotline:010-66050344/66050391 


RUSSIA 


♦ U.S.A university standard, chin 
ese university fee 
♦Enough speciality 
♦no requirement of age 
♦BA and Master 

Hotline: 01 0-66050775 


CHINA BEIJING SEVICE CENTER FOR STUDENTS EXCHANGE 


Head Office Tel: 010 — 66020403 WebSite: www.cbjsc.com 
Address:Level 6,XidanTushu Building, No.17 Xi Changan St. Beijing 


mn bs* m i*i 


BEIJING PRE-MEDIA Advertising Co., Ltd. is the 
PRE^MiDIA exclusive advertising agency of the Business Ser- 
vice page of ((Beijing Today)}. We will play the bridge 
on the cooperation between bussiness service com- 
pany of our country and foreign business. 


AD PLACE(r^rtS) 

Business surrogate relate to foreigner, enterprise 
registration, tax service, trademark, patent and 
copyright registration, etc. 

Business training and cooperation 

International transport 

Technique and culture communication 

International investigation and financing 

♦ . m r km 

commercial consultation, public relationship and 
surrogate 

Business meeting, office and business tour 
Office equipment 


Indulge at 
Kempi Deli 

By Salinda 

H ere’s great news for chocoholics. 
May 28, the Kempinski Hotel 
launched an extended Valrhona 
chocolate celebration, at which pastry 
chefs craft exceptional chocolates fit for the 
most discriminating of gourmets. “Valrhona is the cre- 
ator of ‘Grands Crus’ chocolate,” said Peter Schaumburg, administrative 
head chef, “and we are going to hold the chocolate celebration for about 
six months in the Kempi Deli.” 

In the deli’s window display, magnificent boxes and coffrets contain- 
ing Valrhona’s Gand Cru chocolate squares, bars, almonds and hazelnuts 
coated in dark chocolate, milk chocolate, or 
Gianduja stand out. 

“Valrhona is the first chocolatier to offer 
a dark bitter chocolate with a 7 0% cocoa con- 
tent. Guanaja is used primarily by chefs as 
a dark chocolate couverture, but is also pro- 
duced in small tasting squares suitable for 
serving with coffee in the world’s finest es- 
tablishments” added Schaumburg. 

Kempi Deli offers far more than chocolate 
to appeal to gourmets. The restaurant spe- 
cializes in authentic Western-style cakes and 
breads. Kempi Deli is a great place to enjoy a 
Western treat or feed that chocolate craving. 

Add: IF, Kempinski Hotel, 50 Liangmaq- 
iaolu, Chaoyang District. Open: 7am- 11pm. 

Tip: Breakfast delivery service available. 


Tel: 6465-3388. Photos by Li Shuzhuan 
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Loan Holders Win through 
Early Payment 



By Wang Dandan 

Starting in May, eight banks 
in Shanghai will impose fees as 
penalties on customers who com- 
plete payment of their mortgag- 
es before contracted dates. The 
eight banks are the Shanghai 
branches of the Industrial and 
Commercial Bank of China, Ag- 
riculture Bank of China, Bank of 
China, China Construction Bank, 
China Transportation Bank, Chi- 
na Merchant Bank, China Ev- 
erBright Bank and the Bank of 
Shanghai. 

Will Beijing banks charge 
similar penalties? 

According to several banks 
in Beijing, no moves have been 
made to impose fees on Beijing 
mortgage holders who pay off 
their loans before the set date. 

People planning to pay off 
their loans in advance should ap- 
ply to their banks for permis- 
sion to do so several days before 
making final payments. Differ- 
ent banks have different regula- 
tions for when such applications 
should be filed. If a bank agrees, 
both sides should sign a contract 
for when and how the loans will 
be paid. 

There are two ways to pay off 
mortgages in advance: one is to 
shrink the duration of the loan 
while increasing monthly pay- 
ments, and the other is to pay 
of a large proportion of the loan, 
such as one quarter, but main- 
tain the contracted interest rate. 
How much interest can 
be saved by paying in 
advance? 

This applies to people who 
want to pay off a significant part 
of their loans to a bank. As an ex- 
ample, Mr. Buy takes out a loan 
for 260,000 yuan with a duration 
of ten years from a bank, with 
monthly payments of 2,800 yuan. 
Mr. Buy decides to pay 100,000 
yuan in advance to the bank. Af- 
ter his application is approved, he 
changes his loan contract with the 
bank, reducing his monthly pay- 


ment to 1,600 yuan. As a result, 
he saves around 30,000 yuan. 

Paying off loans in advance 
can save money by cutting the 
amount of interest paid, said 
Tang Jianwei, an employee at 
the Bank of China. It is best to 
make advance payments in the 
first years of a loan, according to 
Tang, because the more that is 
paid early, the less interest one 
has to pay later. 

Shorten loan durations 
while maintaining interest 
rates 

Another way to pay off the 
loans early is to shorten their du- 
rations. Let’s say Mr. Buy takes 
out a ten-year loan from the Con- 
struction Bank of China, and a 
year later, wants to shorten the 
loan’s duration to five years. He 
has to sign a new contract with 
the bank after his application is 
approved. However, even through 
the duration is reduced, the in- 
terest rate is same as that for 
the ten-year loan. 

Procedures for paying off 
loans in advance 

1. Pay off the remaining bal- 
ance on a loan 

Banks usually require cus- 
tomers to inform them one or two 


months in advance so they can 
calculate how much customers 
should pay. The bank will then 
inform a customer when to pay 
their loans, send the customer’s 
property right certificate to a 
lawyer and register with the real 
estate bureau, and then cancel 
its original contract with the cus- 
tomer. When those steps are com- 
pleted and a loan is completely 
paid off, the customer receives 
his/her property right certificate 
and all contracts with the banks 
are terminated. 

2. Mortgage-holders sell their 
apartments and terminate their 
contracts 

When a mortgage holder and 
a buyer sign a contract for the 
purchase of an apartment, a law- 
yer will ask the loan holder’s 
bank about how much the origi- 
nal owner of the apartment still 
owes and then transfer the re- 
sponsibility for that debt to the 
new owner of the apartment. 

3. A customer cancels a con- 
tract with one bank and starts to 
cooperate with another bank 

If a customer cancels his/her 
contract with bank A and starts 
to cooperate with bank B, the pro- 
cedures are the same as for no. 


2 above, the only difference being 
that bank B will pay the remain- 
der of the customer’s loan, not the 
next buyer of the apartment. 

More people are looking 
to pay off their loans in 
advance 

According to ICBC Beijing 
branch, 1/3 of mortgage custom- 
ers pay off their loans in ad- 
vance, among whom, 50 percent 
pay off their entire loans at one 
time. Most people are reluctant 
to pay off housing loans before 
a building is completed. They 
are more likely to pay off their 
loans after moving into their new 
apartments. 

Banks lose 

From a legal point of view, 
paying off a mortgage in advance 
is a breach of a loan-holder’s con- 
tract with a bank. Moreover, com- 
pleting payment early can cause 
banks to lose money. 

Some people mistakenly be- 
lieve that banks only lose money 
when loan customers fail to pay 
back their loans. Banks receive 
less interest from loans paid off 
in advance, and also receive sud- 
den large payments, which they 
cannot turn around and loan out 
again. 


Rea^stat^Round-uiD 


By Wang Dandan 

Sales of properties in nine 
new developments, two 
foreign-approved residence 
complexes, two top-level apart- 
ment buildings, three common 
apartment buildings, one villa 
area, and one commercial and 
living complex, started last 
month. Most of these buildings 
are located along the south 
Third Ring Road and Fourth 
Ring Road, and have an aver- 
age price of 4,000 - 6,000 yuan 
per square meter. 

Project: Jinbaoshun Villa 
Location: Mapo County, 
Shunyi district 

Average price: 7,500 

yuan per square meter 
Type: villa 
Tel: 69405088/5006 

Project: Laiyin Hepan 

Location: Xihuan Beilu, 
Beijing Economic and Devel- 
opment Zone 

Average price: 4,300 

yuan per square meter 

Type: foreign-approved 

apartments 

Tel: 67871167/68/69 

Project: Licheng Baili 

Location: Tianbao Xilu, 
Beijing Economic and Devel- 
opment Zone 

Average price: 4,200 

yuan per square meter 

Type: foreign-approved 

apartments 

Tel: 67888991/92 

Project: Geng Tianxia 

Location: 3 Xidajie, Yong- 
dingmen, Xuanwu district 
Average price: 9,500 


yuan per square meter 

Type: top-level apart- 

ments 

Tel: 63168288/99 

Project: Qinglinyuan 

Location: Miwa village, 
Haidian district 

Average price: 6,280 

yuan per square meter 

Type: top-level apart- 

ments 

Tel: 62918899 

Project: Dingheng Xinxing 
Location: 28 Fengbeilu, 
Fengtai district 

Average price: 5,000 

yuan per square meter 

Type: commercial and liv- 
ing apartments 

Tel: 63841406/1426 

Project: Future Town 

Location: 500m south 

from Huaxiangqiao, South 
Fourth Ring Road, Fengtai 
district 

Average price: 4,080 

yuan per square meter 
Type: apartments 
Tel: 63792666/3666/4666 

Project: Borun Garden 

Location: Lugudajie, Shi- 
jingshan 

Average price: 4,000 

yuan per square meter 
Type: apartments 
Tel: 68630555/777 

Project: Great Nature Town 
Location: Hancunhe 

town, Fangshan district 
Average price: 1,791 

yuan per square meter 
Type: apartments 
Tel: 80384577/8/9 


“HOUSING” welcomes your feedback: What kind of difficul- 
ties do you encounter when looking for housing in Beijing? What 
kind of information do you need? With what can we help you? Our 

e-mail: housing@ynet.com Tel:6590-2522 Fax: 6590-2525 


Agreements First Step 
in Buying Apartments 


By Lei Qinping/ Yan Ming 

Apartment buyers usually 
have to sign a purchasing 
agreement when purchasing 
a place and put down a depos- 
it. The procedures and legal 
stipulations of such contracts, 
however, are not clear and 
can be twisted to one party’s 
benefit. 

This clearly can become a 
source of conflict, such as when 
one or both sides fail to sign a 
contract, or a developer refuses 
to return a deposit and forces 
and apartment owner to accept 
unfair conditions. How can such 
disputes be prevented? 
Purchasing agreements 
have legal backing 

Considering the complexity 
of the procedures involved in 
buying an apartment, 
both the buyer and the 
developer have to be 
restricted by some doc- 
uments through which 
the developer guaran- 
tees the given apart- 
ment will not be sold 
to someone else and the buyer 
affirms his/her intent. 

Purchasing agreements can 
serve as legal documents guar- 
anteeing these promises while 
the deposit is considered a sign 
of sincerity. 

However, from a legal point 
of view, a purchasing agree- 
ment is not a legal promise for 
the purchase of an apartment 
and does not mean a contract 
must be signed. 

By paying a deposit, a buyer 
shows he or she is interested 
in buying an agreement, but is 
not legally bound to doing so. 
Traps in purchasing agree- 
ments 

Many apartment buyers feel 
that after they sign a purchas- 


ing agreement, they have to 
accept some unfair rules in the 
final contract. 

The source of this feeling is 
simple - it is the line in agree- 
ments that reads, “if the buyer 
doesn’t sign the contract with 
the developer within the writ- 
ten date, the developer will not 
return the buyer’s deposit.” 

In fact, this is a trap. De- 
velopers are required to return 
deposits if the two sides can- 
not reach a final agreement. 
Dealing with deposits 
after agreements are 
signed 

1. If a buyer doesn’t sign 
a contract before the written 
date when there are no dis- 
putes, the developer is entitled 
to keep the deposit. 

If a developer sells 
an apartment prom- 
ised to a buyer to 
someone else, leading 
to the failure to sign a 
contract, the develop- 
er should return twice 
the sum of the deposit 
to the buyer. 

2. If both sides sign a con- 
tract within the written date, 
the deposit will be included 
in the payment for an apart- 
ment. 

3. If both sides disagree 
on the contract, the develop- 
er should return the buyer’s 
deposit. 

4. If a buyer side disagrees 
on some items in an agree- 
ment such as price, location 
or area, if it is the buyer, he 
or she will not have their de- 
posit returned. 

If it is the developer who 
disagrees with some items in 
an agreement, the developer 
should return twice the sum of 
the deposit to the buyer. 


A 

Legal Aid 


Registration Procedures 
Simplified 

By Wang Dandan 

A recent notice published by Beijing Real Estate Bureau stip- 
ulating the procedures for registration of apartments with real 
estate bureaus states that starting June 15, developers will be re- 
sponsible for the registration of apartments. 

In the past, apartment buyers and developers had to go through 
all registration procedures together. The notice also regulates that 
the registration period should be no longer than five working days. 

According to the notice, a developer should go to the relevant 
real estate bureau within 30 days of signing a contract with a buy- 
er. Before the notice, registration was a source of great frustration, 
as apartment buyers often had to take time from work to deal with 
the procedures, or entrust others to go through the procedures for 
them. 

After the publication of the notice, a buyer only has to provide 
relevant documents to a developer to register. This is intended to 
save people time and raise work efficiency. As promised, all the real 
estate bureaus, at city or district level, will finish the registration 
process within five working days. 



Three Billion Pouring into 
Beijing Business Park 


By Wang Dandan 

Zhongguancun Science Park 
and Beijing DDC Digital Com- 
pany will invest 3 billion yuan 
in the next three years to build 
the first Beijing Business Park 
in Fengtai Park, Zhongguancun 
Science Park. 

Wang Hong, director of 
Fengtai park, says the busi- 
ness park will cover a total 
area of over 1 million square 
meters. The first phase will 
have an area of 650,000 
square meters, and the whole 
project is expected to complet- 
ed within three years. 


A business park is a com- 
munity, usually located in the 
suburbs of a city, that has 
all necessary facilities such as 
apartment buildings, depart- 
ment stores, schools and recre- 
ation centers. Companies and 
factories are also part of the 
community. Because there is so 
much at community residents’ 
disposal, they rarely have to 
head downtown. 

The apartment buildings in 
the business park are mostly 
planned to be four to six stories 
tall, with individual entrances 
and building codes. 



Price Cut Shakes 
up Market 


By Wang Dandan 

Pengrun Garden in south- 
west Beijing is the first housing 
development in the city to drop 
its sale price by 20%, from 6,900 
yuan to 5,500 yuan per square 
meter. Since the lowered price 
was put into effect several days 
ago, over 60 of the 150 vacant 
apartments in the complex have 
been sold, according to Zhang 
Zhijian, sales manager of Peng- 
run Garden, and over 100 people 
have signed purchasing agree- 
ments. 

This price decrease is dif- 
ferent from other sales promo- 
tions, said Zhang, because all 
the units available have good lo- 
cations. He added other devel- 
opers have dropped their prices, 
but only for sub-par apartments, 
mostly facing east or west. 

Why is this developer willing 
to cut prices? 

A few months ago, owners 
of apartments in Pengrun Gar- 
den were beaten by a group of 
thugs, rumored to be hired by 
the developer, due to the dispute 
between the developer and the 
apartment owners. This event 
put an end to sales at Pengrun 
for several months. 


Zhang, however, explains the 
move as the result of reconsider- 
ation of the price and as a move 
to get a return on investment as 
quickly as possible. “Although 
our profits have decreased, our 
sales have accelerated,” he add- 
ed. 

The price reduction has met 
with differing responses. Gu 
Yunchang, secretary general of 
the China Real Estate Associ- 
ation, said that the developer 
reduced the price on its own, in- 
dicating that price wars will be 
inevitable in the future in Bei- 
jing’s real estate market. 

Other developers say that 
such price cuts will hurt owners 
who bought their apartments at 
the higher original prices. 

Buyers think the developer 
is running damage control from 
the beating incident and its 
impact on the developer’s rep- 
utation. Regardless of their mo- 
tives, Pengrun has emerged as 
the first apartment complex to 
slash its prices and whether 
this will lead to a price war in 
Beijing’s real estate market re- 
mains to be seen. Beijing Today 
will follow this story in follow- 
ing issues. 
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Music 


Movies 


The 50th Anniversary of Beijing 
People’s Art Theatre 

The theater will hold a series of 
events to celebrate its 50’s anniversary. 
Programs include Thunderstorm, from 
June 12 to June 16, Cai Wenji, from June 
19 to June 23, Tea House, from June 26 
to June 30, The First Intimate Contact, 
from June 18 to June 22. Where: 22 
Wangfujing Dajie, Beijing People’s Art 
Theatre. Admission: 10-40 yuan. Tel: 
6588-6448 ext.655 



The First Intimate Contact 


Peking Opera 

Havoc in Heaven, Meeting at the Bro- 
ken Bridge, The Crossroads, Manor Hu, 
Picking up a Jade Bracelet. By Beijing 
Fenglei Peking Opera Troupe. Where: 
Huguang Guild Hall, 3 Hufanglu, Xuan- 
wu District. When: June 14-21, 7:30pm. 
Admission: 100-180 yuan, 200, 380 
yuan box. Tel: 6351-8284, 6352-9134. 

Famous Beijing Opera artists such 
as Zhang Xuejin, Li Yufu and Sim Li- 
umin will perform from June 14 to 
June 16 at Chang’an Grand Theatre. 
Other artists like Zhao Baoxiu, Ma 
Zengshou, Huang Dehua, Chang Qi- 
uyue will also give excellent Beijing Op- 
era performances. When: June 14-16, 
7 :30pm. Add: 7 Jiannei Dajie, Chang’an 
Grand Theatre. Tel: 6510-1309. 



Food 


Summer Fruit Delights 

Dishes made with fresh fruit includ- 
ing shredded chicken with seasonal 
fruit, deep-fried prawn with may- 
o n n a i s e 
and mixed 
fruit, sau- 
ted scallop 
with fresh 
fruit, baked 
pork chop 
with straw- 
berry, baked fillet steak and mango in 
bird’s nest. Where: Dynasty Restau- 
rant, 4F Jingguang New World Hotel. 
Tel: 6597-8888 ext. 2599. 

Chaozhou Food Promotion 

A Cantonese chef brings you 
dishes from Shantou, in the south- 
west of Guangdong Province. Boiled 
cod, marinated sliced goose, mari- 
nated goose head, marinated pork 
intestines, preserved vegetables. 

All You Can Eat Dinner 

Every Sat and Sun from 5:30 to 
9:30pm, for 40 yuan you can help 
yourself to the a la carte menu, 
including drinks, dishes, dim sum, 
soup, noodles, dumplings and des- 
sert. Where: Food Street, -IF, Jing- 
guang New World Hotel. When: till 
June 30. Tel: 6597-8888 ext. 2534. 
Baguo Buy! Restaurant 

Sichuan artists to perform every 
Saturday and Sunday from May 30 
to June 30. During the World Cup, 
many activities will be held to cele- 
brate the event. Lucky men will also 
be selected to get daily presents. 
When: llam-2pm, 5:30-10pm. Add: 
21 Block 4, Fangqunyuan, Fengtai 
District. Tel: 6767-8666. 


Master 


Friday 
June 14 


Cloudy to overcast, 
shower 

Max: 3 1C. Min: 19C. 


Saturday \V_ 
June 15 

Clear to cloudy 
Max: 33C. Min: 20C. 


Sunday ' / 
June 16 

Clear to overcast, 
Showers 

Max:34C.Min: 21C. 


Monday ^ 
June 17 

Showers to cloudy 
Max: 34C. Min: 2 1C. 


Tuesday ✓v 
June 18 

Cloudy to overcast, 
shower 

Max: 33C. Min:20C. 


Wednesday 4k 
June 19 

Overcast, shower 
Max: 30C. Min: 18C. 


Thursday 
June 20 

Overcast to cloudy 
Max: 31C.Min: 20C. 


We are glad to receive your 
feedback. We will print employ- 
ment, language exchange and 
accommodation info for individ- 
uals. Feel free to email us at 
bjtodayinfo @ ynet.com or call 
65902520. By Priscilla / Hydie 


Female Rock Revolution 

Female bands: Wild Strawberry, Judg- 
ment, Happy Avenue, Evil Flower, Wednes- 
day Journey, What, Forest, Triple Square 
(Japan) and guest band Zhao. Where: Get 
Lucky Bar, east of the south gate of Univer- 
sity of International Business & Econom- 
ics (Duiwai Jingmao). When: June 22, 9:30 
pm. Admission: 20 yuan (male), 30 yuan 
(female). Tel: 6429-9109, 6420-4249. 

Music at Get Lucky 

Punk Music Festival, when: June 14. 
Spring & Autumn, AK47, Heavy metal 


Exhibitions 


Modern Arts Academic Invitation 
Exhibition 

Two hundred square meters of exhibi- 
tion area. More than 30 works by five art- 
ists, Zheng Xuewu, Xiao Hong, Zhang Cheng, 
Feng Feng and Li Mingzhu. Those works re- 
flect the multiple states of life and unique 
fascination of Chinese modem art. Where: 
Qin Gallery, 1-1-E, Huaweili, north of Beijing 
Curio City, Chaoyang District. When: June 
15-Juny 8. Admission: free. Tel: 8779-0461. 
E-mail: qingallery@yahoo.com 



Painting by Zhang Muchen 

Flowing Scenery — Zhang Muchen 
Oil Painting Exhibition 

Where: Hanmo Arts Gallery, affiliated 
Middle School of the Machinery Institute, 
Sanlitun Beili, Chaoyang District. When: 
June 15-30, lpm-8pm, Tue-Fri; 10am-8pm, 
Sat & Sun. Opening party: June 15, 3-7pm. 
Admission: free. Tel: 6416-6254. E-mail: 
hanmo@guaweb . com 
Oil Painting Exhibition 

By students from Capital Normal Uni- 
versity. Where: International Art Gallery, 
48 Wangfujing Dajie. When: June 14-19, 
9am-6pm. Admission: free. Tel: 6513-3388 
ext. 1207/8. 


Summer Activities 


rock night, when: June 15. Metal music 
and rap night, when: June 22. Where: Get 
Lucky Bar. Admission: 20, 30 yuan. Tel: 
6429-9109. 

Folk Music 

Beijing Concert Hall will hold a series of 
folk music performances starting January next 
year. Many folk artists will come to Beijing to 
present their local styles, from various places 
such as Yunnan, Xinjiang, Tibet, Shaanxi, Qin- 
ghai and Inner Mongolia. When: January 1 to 
October 1, 2003. Add: 1 Xinhuajie, Liubukou, 
west Chang’an Avenue. Tel: 6605-7006. 


Joint Figure Exhibition 
by Chinese Artists 

Artists include Peng 
Xiancheng, Shen Daohong 
and Wang Mingming. They 
use different kinds of paint- 
ing techniques to paint viv- 
id pictures of ancient and 
modem people. Where: 
west hall of Wan Fung Gal- 
lery, 136 Nanchizi Dajie, 

Dongcheng District. When: 

June 15-28, 9am-5pm. 

Big Stage — Contem- 
porary Art Exhibition 

Wang Fung Gallery 
has gathered master- 
works of Chinese ink 
painting, oil painting, 
woodblock painting and 
sculpture by famous con- 
temporary artists. When: Zhao Hai 
June 12-28, 9am-5pm. 

Where: east hall of Wan Fung Gallery. 
Admission: free. Tel: 6523-3320. 

Beijing New Sports Oil Paintings — 
Life, Sport & Art 

For all who care about Chinese sports. 
Where: East Gallery, Deshengmen Watch- 
tower, Bei’erhuanlu. When: June 16-July 16, 
9am-6pm (closed on Mondays). Opening cer- 
emony: June 16, 3pm. Admission: 2 yuan. 
Tel: 8201-4962. 




Rest — painting by Kuang Jian 


Summer Learning & Fun 

For kids in grades 4 to 8 

Four projects: Super 
camp, June 27- July 3, July 
25-31, 7-day program from 
9am to 5pm, for students 
9- 14-year-old. Incorporates 
proven, cutting-edge learn- 
ing methods that help 
students succeed through 
mastery of academic, social, 
and everyday skills. 

Intensive English, July 
4-8, 11-15, 9am-5pm, for stu- 
dents from 9 to 14. Games, 
music, role-play and other 
interactive activities. 

Super learning for stu- 
dents and families, July 15, 
20 for 1-day program, July 
16-17 and July 18-19 for 
2-day program, 9am-5pm. 
Memory expert Scott Born- 
stein will offer two differ- 



Summer Learning & Fun 


ent types of workshops. 

Drawing on the right side 
of the brain, August 5-9, half 
days, 9am to noon or 2-5pm. 
Aimed at helping children 
enhance their creativity and 
artistic confidence. Based 
on research and the book, 
“Drawing on the Right Side 
of the Brain” by Dr. Betty 
Edwards. 

Where: Western Acade- 
my of Beijing (WAB). When: 
June 27-August 9. Tel: 


8511-8020 (Guo Li). E-mail: 
guoli@80-twenty. com 

Splash Summer Tennis 
Camps 

Hit thousands of balls, 
improve tennis skills, meet 
new friends and experience 
professional tennis coach- 
ing by Bulgarian USPTR 
coach, Andrey. Fifteen hours 
of tennis instruction as well 
as off-court activities and 
swimming. For children 5-14 
years old. When: first camp 
begins on June 24 and last 
on August 26. Camps run 
throughout July and Au- 
gust. Duration: Monday-Fri- 
day, 9am-3pm. Fee: 950 
yuan with discounts for fam- 
ilies and additional camps. 
Group size: 24 children per 
camp. Tel: 6456-5588 ext. 
1428 (The Splash). 


iN^lMOreneaira^ 


Nuage — Vietnamese Restaurant 

Owned by Bai Feng, the owner of the No 
Name Bar beside the Yinding Bridge, this 
restaurant is situated just behind the bar. 
The deco is quite special and it’s a bit pricey. 
Tel: 6401-0541. 

Rumba Latina 

A new Latin bar at Capital Garden, 
with 6-piece Colombian band performing 
from 9:30pm to 2:30am every night ex- 
cept Mondays. Large dancing area, the 
hottest and most popular Latin music 
and friendly service. No entrance tickets 


Activities 


required. Add: east gate of Worker’s Sta- 
dium, Chaoyang District. Tel: 6508-5850, 
6508-5852 

Latinos — Beijing New Salsa Club 

Live music every night, Colombian, Xin- 
jiang or Flamenco bands. Latin DJs, dancers 
& teachers, and dance lessons on Sundays. 
Add: south gate of Chaoyang Park, beside 
Big Easy. Tel: 6507-9898. 

Pink Loft 

Add: 2 Sanlitun Nanlu, Qipeijie, Chaoy- 
ang District. Open: ll:30am-2:30pm, 9pm- 
2:30pm. Tel: 6506-8811. 


Lecture on Sunzi and “The Art of 
War” 

Where: ChajiafuTea House, Houhai Area, 
opposite Madame Soong’s Former Residence. 
When: June 22, 2:30-5pm. Fee: 30 yuan. Tel: 
8462-2081, 8851-4913, 1350 1035145. 
Painters’ Village Trip 

Songzhuang Village, home to many suc- 
cessful Chinese painters. Explore their 
homes and studios. Make reservation be- 
fore Sunday. Where: Songzhuang Village 
in a suburb of Beijing, a 30-minute drive 
from downtown Beijing. Meet at the lobby 
of the China World Hotel or drive yourself. 
When: June 16, 4:30-7:30pm. Fee: around 
50 yuan (participants share the bus rental 
fee). Tel: 8462-2081, 8851-4913. 

Beyond the Clouds 

Where: Huairou County, north of Beijing. 
Driving time from the Lido: two hours. When: 


June 16. Difficulty: 3. Walking time: three 
hours. Pick up: 8:30am at the Lido outside 
Starbucks, 9am at the Capital Paradise main 
gate. Return: 4-5pm. Route: An a to b hike. 
Start from a little village, pass the trout 
farms at the back of Mutianyu Great Wall. 
Hike on country trails over a pass or two, 
through a few sweet little villages, to the oth- 
er side. The trail is filled with birds, wild 
flowers, lush bushes and trees. Springs and 
streams make it quite popular. It is called the 
‘Wangfujing Street of the mountains”. How 
to join: mail to bjhikers@yahoo.co.uk 
Sign up for Senior Citizens Singing 
Competition 

Beijing Musician Association will hold 
the Beijing Senior Citizens Singing Com- 
petition. The deadline for participation is 
June 30. When: till June 30. Add: Beijing 
Cultural Bureau. Tel: 6604-4739. 



•eh C I a d n pkkpcickct 


Xiao Wu directed by Jia Zhangke 

Introduction to My Camera 
Never Lies & Meeting with 
Author and Directors 

My Camera Never Lies - Pioneer 
Film People Archives (1961-1970), the 
first book about pioneers in film; pho- 
tos from “Devils at the Doorstep” di- 
rected by Jiang Wen; the original 
script of “The Story of Winter & 
Spring” by Wang Xiaoshuai; and au- 
tographs of Jia Zhangke, Jiang Wen, 
Wang Xiaoshuai, Zhang Ming, Lou 
Hua, Zhang Yuan, Lu Xuechang and 
others. Plan: screen movie Xiao Wu 
or Platform (Zhan Tai) directed by Jia 
Zhangke; speech by a representative 
of Books Publishing and Distributing 
Co.; speech by the author Cheng Qin- 
gsong (to be decided); speech by di- 
rectors Jia Zhangke, Zhang Ming and 
Wang Chao (both to be confirmed); 
author signings and 30% discount on 
books. Where: New Media Art Space, 
The Loft, 4 Gongti Beilu, Chaoyang 
District. When: June 22, 2pm. Tel: 
6501-7501. 

The Making of the Atomic 
Bomb (Heng Kong Chu Shi) 

Directed by Chen Guoxing, star- 
ring Li Youbin, 1999, 115 minutes. 
This is a true, dramatized story of 
a small troupe of scientists and sol- 
diers that was sent on a top-secret 
mission to the Gobi Desert in 1958. 
There is an authentic 1950’s China 
feel to this film. All of the historical 
details surrounding the making of 
the bomb are highlighted and per- 
sonified, including China’s stormy re- 
lationship with the Soviet Union. 
Where: Cherry Lane Movies, Sino- 
Japanese Youth Exchange Center, 
40 Liangmaqiaolu. When: June 21, 
8pm. Admission: 50 yuan. Tel: 
6461-5318/9. 

II Grido (The Outcry) 

Directed by Michelangelo Antonio- 
ni, 1957, Italian with English subti- 
tles. A wonderful if disturbing film 


about alienation and modern society. 
The great though relatively forgot- 
ten American actor Steve Cochran is 
near perfect as the refinery mechanic 
who finds he can’t communicate with 
those he loves, and so begins a down- 
ward spiral towards a state of mental 
disintegration. Antonioni directs with 
a sure hand a picture of a successful, 
postwar, industrial Italy where ev- 
erything is not as easy as it seems. 
Where: Cultural Office of the Italian 
Embassy, 2 Sanlitun Dong’erjie, Cha- 
oyang District. When: June 20, 7pm. 
Admission: free. Tel: 6532-2187. 



II Grido (The Outcry) 


Thursday Movies 

One night double features. One 
is a Chinese movie with English 
subtitles, and the other is a big 
English movie. Lupine 1989 (Taiwan 
Movie), directed by Yang Liguo, star- 
ring Huang Kunxuan, Li Shuzhen. 
Where: 3 Xinzhongjie, Dongzhim- 
enwai Dajie, bus 24, 44, 106, 123 
to Dongzhimen. When: June 20, 
8:30pm. Admission: 30 yuan. Tel: 
6415-7332, 6416-9253. 

Breathless (A Bout de Souffle) 
-Film Noir 

Directed by Jean-Luc Godard, star- 
ring Jean-Paul Belmondo, Jean Se- 
berg, 1959. It captures perfectly the 
post-war Zeitgeist in France, indeed 
much of Western Europe. Where: 
Space for Imagination Coffee Shop, 
5 Xiwangzhuang Xiaoqu, opposite 
the east gate of Qinghua University. 
When: June 15, 7pm. Tel: 6279-1280. 





Horseback Riding in Inner 
Mongolia 

Plan: 11:30 pick-up at Gongti Bei- 
men. July 16, arrive at hotel and have 
breakfast. Morning at a lake, relax af- 
ter the busride. After lunch, go horse 
riding. Then return to the hotel and 
have dinner. Fire party starts with 
music, a whole roasted lamb and per- 
haps beer. July 7, rise early and re- 
turn to Beijing via Chengde. Arrive in 
Beijing before 11pm. When: July 5-7. 
Fee: 850 yuan, including transport 
by air-conditioned bus, hotel accom- 
modation in 2-person room (1 person 
room extra 100 yuan), all meals, whole 
roast lamb BBQ, all beers and soft 
drinks during the whole weekend and 
all entrance fees to National parks. 
Excluded is the horseback riding itself, 
which costs around 30 yuan per hour. 
How to join: mail to piet@Yphh.com 
with names of participants and ad- 
dress and mobile number. 

YPHH Trip to DPRK— Places 
still available 

A trip to North Korea. This June 


Sports & Beauty 


Beauty Talk — Summer Skin Care 

Professional beauty consultant 
Sylvia Tam from Vogue Beauty will 
give a talk including an interactive 
discussion on tips for taking care 
of skin this summer. In English 
and Mandarin. Limited seating avail- 
able, please reserve before June 24. 
Where: Evolution Fitness, Dabeiyao. 
When: June 26, 7 :30pm. Admission: 
30 yuan. Tel: 6567-0266, 6567-4743. 


there will be the Mass Games. The 
games are normally reserved for vis- 
iting foreign leaders but the Aririang 
Mass Games are being specifically 
aimed at tourists. When: June 22-25. 
Fee: approximately $990 all inclu- 
sive (flights, meals, accommodation, 
guides, transport) from Beijing for 
a four day tour. For more infor- 
mation, check www.yphh.com/html/ 
events. php?eventid=3 



Map of North Korea 


Belly Dancing 

Shake your tummy, tush, thighs, 
shoulders and arms in the Latin 
American way, with French instruc- 
tor Layla. Where: Evolution Fit- 
ness. When: every Wednesday, 8pm. 
Tel: 6567-0266. Web: www. evolution- 
fitness. com 
Chinese Kungfu 

Every Sunday at 12pm. 6567-0266. 
Evolution Fitness. 


Ik5@Si][j© 


English Studying Lecture 

For primary and high school stu- 
dents. June 15, l:30-3pm, primary 
English by foreign and Chinese 
teachers; 4-5 :30pm, English for high 
school students, by foreign teachers. 
June 16, l:30-3pm, introduction to 


ACCA, by David Wong and Ping Fan; 
English for primary school students, 
by foreign and Chinese students. 
Where: 301#, Beijing Textile Party 
School, 17 Tuanjiehu Nanli, Dong- 
sanhuan Beilu, Chaoyang District. 
Tel: 6504-6495 (Xiao Xian). 
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By Jiang Zhong 

eijing is home to many outstand- 
ing state-run museums that house 
troves of amazing cultural and his- 
torical relics. Under their shadow, the 
numerous privately run museums in 
the city present other pictures of 
China’s rich history 

Folk carvings as historical 
records 

Three hundred men dun (two 
stone carvings guarding the door to 
a traditional courtyard house) are pre- 
served and displayed at Li Wei’s museum, the 
Song Tang Zhai (Bamboo Hall), at Liulichang. 

“Carvings of deer, bees and monkeys in men 
dun stand for political promotion, showing the 
old owner of the courtyard house was a 
court official,” said Li. 

Li has collected many other 
kinds of folk carvings for his mu- 
seum, including a screen carved 
with texts praising morality made 
in 1821 and another carved with 
the rules for managing a family made in 
1736. 

Born in 1949, Li spent nine years in In- 
ner Mongolia during the Cultural Revolution. 

After returning to Beijing in 1980, he began 
collecting stamps. From trading valuable Cultur- 
al Revolution stamps, he quickly became wealthy. 

He gave up stamp collecting in 1988 and took up 
collecting old folk carvings. 

As a boy, he lived in Dongcheng District (the east- 
ern part of downtown Beijing). “Old Beijingers always said 

that the rich lived in the east and the officials in 
the west,” he said. 

Next door to Li’ s home was the former resi- 
dence of a top scholar of the Qing Dynasty. 
Li said, “The descendants of the scholar had 
all moved out, leaving the old residences 
vacant for years.” It be- 
came a favorite play spot 


Private museums in Beijing 
offer fascinating views of 
fragments of history... 


Cultural Tour 


for him. 

“I’d climb over the wall 
and spend the whole day 
in the old houses. The 
wall collapsed one day to 
reveal twenty vessels they 
had raised crickets in,” he 
added. 

Cricket fighting was 
very popular among rich 
families in imperial 
China. 

Li Said, “The scholar 


Private Collectors 
Share Treasures 


worried that his children 
and grandchildren would indulge in such 
games and neglect their studying, so he cut a hole in the wall, put 
the vessels in the hole and cemented over it. I don’t know whether 
what he did worked, but I’ve always wondered why he didn’t sim- 
ply destroy the vessels.” 

Li liked to imagine the lives of the people who used to live in 
the houses in the old residence. “I created a story for every brick in 
the old houses. I also created a whole world in my mind in which 
I played with the children of the family.” 

During the Cultural Revolution, the Red Guards destroyed his- 
torical relics throughout the country. Li witnessed one rampage 
in the home of another neighbor. He said, “The family are descen- 
dants of the Empress Dowager Cixi. They all knelt on the ground 
while the Red Guards destroyed thousands of ancient family heir- 
looms and other relics. They kept silent until one boy grabbed a 
jade vase, at which point they cried out, telling him the vase 
was given to the family by the Emperor Qianlong and they had 
decided to turn it over to the government. He destroyed it 
anyway.” 

According to Li, “The Red Guards not 
only destroyed porcelain jars, paint- 
ings and jade decorations, but also the 
continuity of history and people’s digni- 
ty.” 

Experiences from his youth sparked 
Li’s interest in antiques. He said, “I 
collect folk carvings because they 
reflect changes in society and 
people’s hopes for the future.” 

Where is Li’s museum ( Song 
Tang Zhai 14, Liuli- 

chang Dongjie (JjiUSrSvffi), Xu- 
anwu District Open : year-round, 
closed on Mondays Admission : 20 yuan 
Contact’. 67616457 

Touching fragments of civilization 

Fragments of ancient pottery are the 
stars of the museum run by Bai Ming, 
called the Mu Ming Tang Ancient 
Porcelain Fragments Museum 
“I have never refused intact 
historical relics, but history has left us with far more in pieces.” 
Through Bai’s trained eye, the fragments have volumes to share 
about China’s history. 

Bai’s grandfather had a large collection of priceless porcelain 
pieces, but most were destroyed during the Cultural Revolution. 
“I sold the rest cheap to buy pop tapes in the early 1980s,” added 
Bai. Later, when he was told the true value of the antiques he had 
sold, he tried to buy them back. 

Most of the antiques he bought were prov- 
en to be fake. “I have learned a great deal _ 
about how to distinguish between real and 
fake antiques after getting burned many 
times,” he said. 

Bai now has 50,000 porcelain 
fragments in the collection in 
his museum. 

Where is Bai’s museum 
(Mu Ming Tang Ancient 
Porcelain Fragments Muse- 
um Ml): No. 

1, Dongqu (^R[X), Dong Hua 
Shi Bei Li Chon- 

gwen District Admission : 5 yuan 
Open : 10am-5pm, 7pm-9pm Contact : 

67186939 

® 




The scent of red sandalwood 

Chen Lihua, owner of the China Red Sandalwood Art Museum (r|=i 
is fascinated by the history and splendor of old red 
sandalwood artwork. 

Born to a family of Qing Dynasty noble heritage, Chen inherited 
a good deal of her collection of red sandalwood furniture from her 
ancestors. 

“Red sandalwood was regarded as the most precious type of wood 
by the ancient emperors of China. Few places in China produce red 
sandalwood, so the emperors had to buy the lumber from the Philip- 
pines, Malaysia and Indonesia,” she said. 
Chen’s devoted interest in objects 
crafted from the material started 
at a young age. She said, “I was 
fascinated by my mother’s red 
sandalwood powder box when 
I was 5. My dream then was to 
collect all kinds of red sandal- 
wood powder boxes.” 

Chen’s museum repre- 
sents twenty years of labor 
and love. “I spent ten years 
collecting red sandalwood, and 
another ten years making art- 
work with the wood,” she add- 
ed. 

Chen spent most of those first 
ten years in rain forests in South- 
east Asia, years that have left a 


deep impression on her. “Once we 
were attacked by poisonous hor- 
nets, so we locked ourselves in the 
jeep. Some hornets still squeezed 
into the cab and stung one of my 
companions in the face. His face 
quickly began to swell, but on a lo- 
cal’s advice, we applied urine to his 
skin, which kept him from being in- 
fected,” she said. 

Once her materials were 
ready, she began to search out 
skillful artisans from through- 
out the country to turn the wood 
into art. 

She said, “The artisans made mistakes sometimes, and each 
time I destroyed the defective product with an 
ax in front of them. I didn’t like doing it, 
but I wanted to make no compromises in 
the quality of the works.” 

Most of the pieces in the museum 
are models of buildings in the Forbid- 
den City. 

Major exhibits include a model of the 
emperor’s throne and a three-dimensional 
model of the painting, “Riverside Scene Dur- 
ing the Qingming Festival.” 

Where is the Red Sandalwood museum : 9, Xing 
Long Xi Jie (^l^ffifi), Chaoyang District Getting 
there : subway to Sihui Donglu (H walk east- 

ward for ten minutes Admission : 20 yuan Open : 9am- 
5:30pm (closed on Monday) 

Touring the three museums 

The folk carving museum and the porcelain 
fragment museum are not far from each 
other, and can be covered in one morning. A 
visit to the Red Sandalwood museum can 
easily fill an afternoon. 

Other private museums rec- 
ommended in Beijing 

Ancient Pottery 
Civilization Museum 

Ancient pottery 
and the owner’s 
works are on dis- 
play. 

Where : 12, 

Nancaiyuan Xi- 
jie 

Xuanwu District (at 
the north entrance to Da- 
guanyuan) Admission : 20 yuan Open : 
10am-5pm, closed on Monday Contact : 
63538811 

He Yang and Wu Qian Modern Painting 
Museum 

Works of the two artists are on display. 

Where : Changdian Village (J - #]^), Jinzhan County (ifeii^), 
Chaoyang District Getting there : bus 418 from Dongzhimen to the 
Tulip Garden Admission: 5 yuan Open : 8am-4pm, closed on Mon- 
day Contact : 84312537 
Guan Fu Classic Art Museum 

Ancient porcelain works and antique furniture are on display. 

Where : Huazhi Building (i^§^:JJ), Zhugan Hutong 
Nan Xiaojie (ShNSr), Chaoyangmennei Getting there : subway to Cha- 
oyangmen Admission: 20 yuan Open : 9am-5pm Contact’. 65263208 

® (D ® Vessels from the Ancient Pottery Civilization Museum 
@®@ Porcelain fragments from the Mu Ming Tang Ancient 
Porcelain Fragments Museum 
®®@ Red sandalwood artwork 
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By Jiang Zhong 

In imperial China, salt was a 
vital good, its distribution and 
trade nominally controlled through 
a government monopoly, and a 
source of fabulous wealth. Heijing 
(M#), a village of 2,000, was once 
the salt capital of Yunnan Prov- 
ince. It contributed 64% of the 
province’s salt taxes during the 
Ming Dynasty. 

Salt dealers in Heijing were 
called zao hu. They owned brine 
wells and salt processing work- 
shops. Through lucrative state 
subsidies and government pur- 
chases, salt dealers had luxurious 
lives. However, many also sold salt 
through illegal channels, which 
brought them great fortunes. 

In the 1940s, there were around 
80 salt dealers in Heijing. They 
spent lavishly on their children to 
show off their wealth. Their kids 
usually wore silk clothes decorat- 
ed with gold or silver accessories. 
Most were sent to schools in Kun- 
ming, capital of Yunnan Province. 

Zhang Ruizhen, 60, daughter of a 
Heijing salt dealer, spent her school 
years in Kunming. Her school was 
destroyed by Japanese bombs in 
1930, after which she was sent back 
to her parents in Heijing. 


Where Salt Was Like Gold 


There she witnessed the toil 
and struggles of the salt workers. 

Zhang said, “The workers were 
paid only enough so they and their 
family could scrape by. The salt 
dealers had no respect for them or 
their work. Workers suspected of 
stealing salt blocks were forced to 
work naked.” 

Streets in Heijing used be lined 
with bars and opium dens, which 
became magnets for salt workers. 
However, the town was never home 
to any brothels. In fact, the stone 
archway standing at the entrance 
to the village was given a title by 
the Qing Emperor Qianlong prais- 
ing the chastity of local women. 

Today, Heijing is a quiet get- 
away, but sixty years ago, it was a 
bustling town. 

According to Zhang, “Horse car- 
avans threaded their way through 
the crowds. Red seals were stamped 
on the horses’ bodies by soldiers 
guarding the entrance to the village 
in order to monitor the volume of 
salt each dealer transported out of 
the village.” 


E-mail: jianrong@ynet.com 
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